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21st December, 2021
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6)
Dear Parents and Carers,
At present, there is an air of excited anticipation
around the school as students count down the days
to the Christmas holidays.
Personally, I am getting used to breathing a sigh of
relief that all of our pupils and staff have reached
the end of another covid stricken term with their
health and good humour very much intact. As
always, I am so thankful for the perseverance,
professionalism and pastoral care of our wonderful staff team. I am equally thankful for the
positivity, politeness and praiseworthy attitude of your wonderful children.
Below, I will be reminding you about the arrangements for the end of the autumn term. I will
also outline plans for the start of the spring term, but these may need to be amended over
the Christmas holidays.
When does the autumn term finish?
At the time of writing, five Welsh councils - Wrexham,
Anglesey, Denbighshire, Flintshire and Ceredigion - have
announced in-person teaching will end for the year on
Friday. However, in Powys, schools will remain open until
Wednesday 22nd December.

Provisional arrangements for January
When do children return to school in the New Year?
In response to the UK experiencing a record high daily number
of covid cases due to the Omicron variant, we have been asked
to plan for a "very high risk" scenario in the New Year.
To this end, all schools in Wales will have two planning days at
the start of the new spring term to assess staffing capacity,
review risk assessments and put the necessary measures in
place to support the safe return of learners.
All students will return to school on Monday, 10 th January
2022. However, this will be dependent on covid levels in the New Year.
Should pupils and staff take lateral flow tests before returning to school on 10th January?
Welsh Government have advised pupils and staff to take three lateral flow tests in the week
before going back to school and weekly thereafter. This is recommended rather than
mandatory. Test kits are available from the school and other outlets (see link below):
https://pthb.nhs.wales/coronavirus/coronavirus-testing/no-symptoms/
What if my child develops any of the three main symptoms?
The Local Authority have asked that parents continue to be on their guard for coronavirus and
keep unwell children away from school even if symptoms seem very mild.
Online learning arrangements for Friday 7th January 2021
On Friday 7th January, all schools in Powys will deliver online learning to pupils. Below, I
outline the practical arrangements for this provision. The reason for covering this in detail is
to provide you details of blended (online) learning arrangements in the event of Welsh
Government deciding to extend the period of online learning.
Will children follow their usual timetable from home on Friday 7th January?
All pupils learning online will follow their ‘normal’ timetables from home on Friday 7th
January. This day of online learning comes at the end of Week 1 in pupils fortnightly learning
cycle. We want to ensure pupil progress is not adversely affected by the lack of on-site
teaching. This is especially important for GCSE and A-level students who are preparing for
external examinations. Therefore, expectations concerning the volume of work to be
completed will be the same as if pupils were in school.
Does my child know their timetable and how to access
online work?
All pupils have copies of their timetable in their
planners and know how to access work on Microsoft
Teams. If they need support, they can contact their
subject teachers via the Class Team posts.

What kind of work will be set?
Some teachers will provide asynchronous (non-live) material, such
as assignments, pre-recorded instructional videos and project work
tailored to individual class needs. In response to pupil and parent
survey
feedback,
most
teachers
will
deliver
live
sessions/tutorials/Q&A sessions delivered via their Class Team.
Teachers have worked closely with colleagues to design learning
activities that match each child’s needs.
There are different benefits to
asynchronous and synchronous modes of lesson delivery.
For example, the former allows pupils to work through
materials at their own pace. The latter provides a deeper
connection with pupils and enables teachers to provide
immediate feedback in response to questions.
When will my child be told about the lesson content and work?
Work will be set or lessons scheduled by 8:45am on Friday 7th January via each Class Team.



How can my child get the most of out of the learning activities?
It would be helpful if you reinforced the following messages with your child:
 Ensure they have their timetable handy and log into each of their Class Teams
at 8.45am to check the work for that day.
 Where applicable, ensure they have read the simple guidance provided by
their teachers on how to access ‘live’ (synchronous) sessions.
 Complete all the work set to a high standard and ask for feedback/clarification
at an early stage adhering to deadlines for submission.
Where possible, ask questions of teachers during timetabled slots so staff can
effectively manage their wider teaching and learning commitments.

Please note that, in all cases, the safeguarding of staff and pupils will remain our main priority
when ‘live’ sessions are conducted. We will be following the Welsh Government’s guidance
in this area: https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/live-streaming-and-videoconferencing-safeguarding-principles-and-practice/
We do not have a device or connectivity. Is help
available?
If you do not have internet access or a device on
which your child can work, please contact the school
office via office@llanidloes-hs.powys.sch.uk. Mrs
Taylor and/or Mr Gibson will get back to you with the
best way forward.

Learning Hub Arrangements for 6th and 7th January
Will any children be allowed to come into school before the
10th January?
Yes. On Thursday 6th January and Friday 7th January, Llanidloes
High School will only be open for vulnerable learners and
children of critical workers who cannot learn safely at home.
The list of critical workers is published on the Welsh
Government covid website: https://gov.wales/identifyingchildren-critical-workers-guidance
Every child - including children of critical workers and
vulnerable children - who can be safely cared for at home
should be. If you are the parent/carer of a vulnerable child, or you are a critical worker and
your child cannot be safely cared for at home, please ring reception on 5th or 6th January to
book a place in our Learning Hub.
I am a critical worker and my child cannot learn safely at home.
Will school transport be running on 6th and 7th January? Yes.
The only exception is the Newtown bus which will NOT be
running. This is because this a private service paid for by
parents/carers whose children use the bus. There will be very few
pupils on the bus rendering the service too expensive. The Local
Authority transport policy means we are not permitted to
subsidise the bus from the school budget.
Will learners who are in receipt of free school meals be able to receive them? The Local
Authority will provide vouchers and BACS payments to parents of pupils entitled to free
school meals (eFSM). If you need more information, please contact the Local Authority
cashless catering team at cashless.catering@powys.gov.uk or 01597 826660.
Is it likely that many children will attend the school site?
No. Being included on the critical worker list does not mean children of all workers in these
categories can or will be able to continue to send their children to school. Many parents
working in these sectors may be able to ensure their child is kept at home. Every child who
can be safely cared for at home should be.
Am I allowed to leave my child at home when I go to work?
If children can stay safely in their home, they should. The law doesn’t say an age when you
can leave a child on their own, but does make clear that a child shouldn’t be left alone 'in a
manner likely to cause unnecessary suffering or injury to health'. Use your judgement on how
mature your child is before you decide to leave them alone. The National Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) says children under 12 are rarely mature enough
to be left alone for a long period of time. Babies, toddlers and very young children should
never be left alone.

Exams update
Earlier this term, Qualifications Wales announced that GCSE, AS and A
level exams are going ahead in 2022. The assessment requirements
have been adapted to take into account the disruption caused by the
pandemic during 2020/2021. Details of the adaptations in your child’s
subjects can be found here:
https://www.wjec.co.uk/home/2022-everything-you-need-toknow/as-a-level-and-gcse-assessment-arrangements-2022/
The assessment requirements for the Welsh Baccalaureate Skills
Challenge Certificates have also been adapted to take account of the disruption caused by the
pandemic.
Adaptations are in place for the assessment of vocational qualifications in 2021/2022. These
vary across awarding bodies depending on the purpose of the qualifications and how they are
structured and assessed. Where vocational qualifications are assessed by examination, these
will go ahead as planned in 2021/2022.
In all cases, if there are further substantial periods of disruption that results in the
cancellation of future exam series, contingency arrangements will be put in place. In the
meantime, we will continue to prepare your child to sit their examinations in the summer.
And finally…
As always, please do not hesitate to get in touch using the office@llanidloes-hs.powys.sch.uk
email address or by ringing the school on 01686 412289 if you have any questions. Thank you
for your ongoing support. I wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year.
Yours faithfully,

Daniel Owen (Headteacher)






Non-Pupil Days 2021/22
Tuesday 4-6 January 2022
Friday 8 April 2022
Monday 25 April 2022
Friday 15 July 2022









Useful dates 21/22
Online learning day: Friday 7 January
Good Friday: Friday 15 April 2022
Easter Monday: Monday 18 April 2022
May Day Bank Holiday: Monday 2 May 2022
Spring Bank Holiday: Monday 30 May 2022
Substitute Bank Holiday (Queen's Platinum
Jubilee): Monday 18 July 2022
Royal Welsh Show: Monday 18 July 2022 Thursday 21 July 2022

