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Background 
The research document, ‘All Wales Vision and Guidance for Artificial Turf Pitches’ (2015)1 notes that rural areas have a relatively high proportion of ‘successful’ clubs, but 
these are often small in their membership and widely dispersed. This makes the business case for the significant investment required for Artificial Grass Pitches (AGPs) 
difficult to promote, particularly for hockey. In these circumstances, strategic education centres (i.e. Colleges/High Schools) offer the only financially justifiable model. 
 
The redgra at Llanidloes High School is no longer fit for purpose.  The pitch frequently floods and the surface is very worn.  Sections of the redgra have to be cordoned off by 
teaching staff to secure pupil safety.  The resulting reduction in the available all weather playing area at the school: restricts both the primary and secondary school PE 
curriculum; results in a loss of curriculum time in inclement weather; and prevents competitive fixtures from being played.   
 
Powys Local Authority have acknowledged the need to address this situation through their ‘Schools Service Major Improvements Programme 2017-2020’.  The Cabinet 
Executive meeting minutes of 28 February 2017 (p2) notes, ‘b. Llanidloes High School replacement of sports pitch – within the programme there is £70,000 commitment by 
the authority split over financial years 2017/18 £20,000 and 2018/19 £50,000. There is to be no expenditure of authority funding until a formalised agreement is put in place 
which potentially secures a wind farm developers contribution towards the total costs of this project.’  This commitment was reiterated in the Cabinet Executive meeting 
minutes of 10 April 2018 (p2) when the Cabinet noted, ‘b. Llanidloes High School replacement of sports pitch – within the programme there is already approval of £10,000 
by the authority in financial year 2017/18. There is to be no expenditure of authority funding until a formalised agreement is put in place which secures a wind farm 
developers’ contribution towards the total costs of this project. The total projected cost of the scheme is £400,000 with £300,000 being funded through the community 
contribution from the developer.’ 
 
Objectives of this paper 
In ‘Selecting the Right Artificial Surface for Hockey, Football, Rugby League and Rugby Union’2, various sport national governing bodies note that the technological advances 
in artificial grass in recent years has led to the widespread use of artificial grass surfaces for training and competitive play in rugby league, football, hockey and rugby union. 
Selecting the right surface can be very confusing as each sport has its own specific performance requirements and subsequent testing criteria, and the picture is further 
complicated by the wide range of different artificial grass products that have specialised playing characteristics. 
 
It is not possible to provide a surface that can meet the needs of all sports, therefore, it is essential that the right AGP is selected to maximise the benefit from the 
investment and minimise the impact of any loss of playing field which would result from the pitch construction. 
 
As an education-led capital programme, the AGP at Llanidloes High School should be selected on the basis of clearly articulated needs and a strong evidence-base.  
Therefore, this paper details the advantages and disadvantages of the different options discussed by stakeholders on 13 June at Llanidloes High School3. It ranks each option 
from the educational perspective to help guide and inform the final decision and expedite construction.   
 
In addition, this paper will be shared with wind farm developers to request their formal agreement to contribute towards the total cost of the project.  This formalised 
agreement will be shared with the Local Authority to release their contribution towards the total cost. 

                                                           
1 http://www.hockeywales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/collaboration_all_wales_report_final_copy_8_feb_2015.pdf (p19) 
2 https://www.sportengland.org/media/4275/selecting-the-right-artificial-surface-rev2-2010.pdf  
3 See appendix 1 

http://www.hockeywales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/collaboration_all_wales_report_final_copy_8_feb_2015.pdf
https://www.sportengland.org/media/4275/selecting-the-right-artificial-surface-rev2-2010.pdf
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Executive summary 
From an educational perspective, local schools rank the various options in the following order with a strong preference for options 1 or 4.   
 
1) Option 1: A short pile (40mm) 3G multi-use pitch on the current Redgra area.  The main reasons for preferring this option can be summarised as follows.  First, it 

provides a flexible all-weather playing surface to minimise loss of lesson time.  Second, it maximises the number of sports that can be offered to pupils at the schools 
which will help secure pupil engagement and maximise pupil choice.   By retaining the playing fields, the schools can deliver all sports, including tennis, athletics 
(including field sports), rugby, football, hockey, rounders, cricket and wide-ranging extra-curricular activities.  Other options result in the loss of one or more of these 
sports by developing on existing playing fields.  Third, choosing a surface that maximises choice of sports/activities will increase community participation beyond school 
hours and generate sufficient income to meet annual maintenance costs.  Fourth, it does not adversely affect plans for a new school canteen on the site of the current 
demountables through a joint primary/secondary school bid for Welsh Government 21st Century Schools funding.  Fifth, building on the current, level redgra area will 
minimise construction costs.  Finally, it meets local unmet demand for a playing surface that can be used for competitive hockey. 

  
2) Option 4: A Long Pile (60mm with shock pad) 3G football/rugby pitch on the current playing fields and a short pile (40mm) 3G multi-use pitch on the current Redgra 

area.  Nearly all of the benefits listed in relation to option 1 apply.  In addition, the school and community would benefit from playing surface that can be used for 

competitive football and rugby fixtures.  The profile of the town would be enhanced and it is likely that participation rates in these sports would increase significantly. 

However, the schools would lose a throwing area for field sports and cricket from their curriculum unless they travel to an off-site location.  Also, the grass area 

currently used by pupils during downtime throughout the school day would be significantly reduced.  This option may be prohibitively expensive.   

 

3) Option 3: A Long Pile (60mm with shock pad) 3G football/rugby pitch on the current playing fields and an extended multi-use games area (MUGA) that extends over 

the current tennis courts.  The benefits listed in option 4 in relation to football and rugby would be retained.  The MUGA would address some of the concerns with 

option 2 regarding loss of breadth of sport/activity choice.  However, hockey, which has traditionally enjoyed strong participation rates locally, would still have no 

competitive playing surface in the local area.  The redgra area would remain wasted space due to flooding, wear and tear.  If it were returned to being a grassed area, it 

would not be sufficiently large to host athletics which would be lost from the curriculum unless pupils were transported off-site.  Cricket, tennis and rounders would 

also be lost from the curriculum.  The proposed MUGA would have limited space given the size of the rugby/football development which would restrict the range of 

activities that can be played and the number of pupils it can accommodate during lessons.   

 

4) Option 2: Install a long pile (60mm with shock pad) 3G football/rugby pitch on the current school athletics field.  The schools would rather retain the status quo than 

see option 2 go ahead.  This is because of the cost to the curriculum caused by the loss of playing fields without the construction of a sufficiently flexible playing surface.  

It would result in the loss of hockey and athletics from the curriculum.  The breadth of choice and flexibility with the curriculum would be seriously curtailed which 

would adversely affect standards in physical education (PE) and participation rates in sports other than football and rugby.  It results in a reduction in green area for 

pupils to play on during break and lunch time and limits the variety of sporting activities at school events such as sports day, house matches and fixtures.  No expression 

of interest in this proposal has been received from either Llanidloes Rugby Club or Llanidloes Football Club, which casts doubt on whether the proposal is actually 

meeting unmet demand in the local community in these sports. 
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STEP 1: Supply and demand considerations 

Supply 
What pitches are currently available and where are they located?   
The current pitches comprise the following.   

 First, a Redgra area (57m x 85m) located between the primary and secondary school sites and in front of 
the canteen area.  A large section is unusable due to damage and flooding.  The whole surface area is seriously 
worn.   

 Second, a large grass area to the rear of the secondary school that serves as the secondary school athletics 
track and field area, including a 400m track.  This field also serves as the secondary school football, rugby, cricket 
and rounders pitch.   

 Third, there are three tennis courts (31m x 48m in total) in an enclosed tarmac area adjacent to the leisure 
centre and in front of the secondary school gymnasium. 
 
What is the quality of these pitches? 

 The redgra area is no longer fit for purpose and needs to be replaced.  

 The large grassed area is uneven and needs levelling. 

 The tennis courts are in satisfactory condition. 
 
What is the current availability of these pitches? 
All pitches and surfaces are available to the schools at all times.  The tennis courts are hired out by Freedom Leisure 
outside school hours. 

 
Demand 
How are the existing pitches currently used (by who, for what and when)? 

 The redgra area is used by both the primary and secondary schools throughout the school day and during after school clubs/activities for: hockey practice; sports days; 
athletics track; and as a multi-use surface.  However, the redgra is no longer an all-weather pitch as a large section is unusable in inclement weather due to flooding.  

 The large grass area to the rear of the secondary school is used by secondary school pupils throughout the school day and after school for: athletics events; field sports; 
practice and competitive fixtures in football, rugby, cricket and rounders.  During downtime, the field is used extensively by pupils for unstructured and extra-curricular 
leisure and games. 

 The three tennis courts adjacent to the leisure centre are used throughout the year by secondary pupils during the school day during downtime.  They are used during 
PE lessons throughout the summer and for competitive fixtures beyond the school day.  They are also used during transition days when primary school pupils 
participate in taster sessions at the high school.  The courts are also hired out by Freedom Leisure to members of the public beyond school hours. 
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Will the site be a Development Area for any of the sports?  What is the current unmet demand? 
The research document, ‘All Wales Vision and Guidance for Artificial Turf Pitches’ (2015) was commissioned by the Collaborative Sports Facilities Group representing the 
Governing Bodies of Rugby, Football and Hockey in Wales.  It was prepared to help inform the future approaches and decisions in Wales, of Local Authorities, Education 
Establishments, the National Governing Bodies and their Clubs and Sport.  
 
The main long term purpose of the research – Part 1, is to set out a vision and evidence based rationale and principles supporting the case for appropriately designed and 
located Artificial Turf Pitches.  The secondary purpose – Part 2, is designed to help inform an approach to the selection and funding of exemplar projects in Collaborative 
Sports ‘hot spots’ or ‘priority zones’. 
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Powys as a whole is identified as an area of strength for hockey.  
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STEP 2: Strategic considerations 

 

Sport Issues 

Have particular sports been identified as a priority for pitch use and why?   

The site has not been identified as a priority for a specific sport.  However, Llanidloes High School physical education staff have highlighted that participation rates in hockey 

are traditionally high in the Llanidloes area.   

 

Both the primary and secondary schools want to ensure the chosen playing surface maximises access to a broad range of sports to help deliver wide-ranging, engaging 

curricular experiences.   

 

Are there any long term realistic plans and aspirations for the sport or local clubs that need to be considered? 

The local football and rugby clubs have grass pitches on which competitive matches can be played.  However, there is no equivalent surface for hockey which, given high 

participation rates, has resulted in unmet demand.   

 

 

 

STEP 3: Type/level of use 

 

What type of use is required by one or both schools?  What standard of use is proposed for the pitch by each sport?  

 

 For each sport identify the type of use For each sport identify the standard of use Is a full pitch 
needed  Competition Education Training Casual/recreation Inter school Local Regional National 

Hockey Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Not required Not required Yes 

Football Yes* Yes* Yes* Yes Yes* Not required Not required Not required Yes* 

Rugby Yes* Yes* Yes* Yes Yes* Not required Not required Not required Yes* 

Athletics Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Not required Not required Yes 

Cricket Not required Not required Not required Not required Not required Not required Not required Not required No 

MUGA N/A Yes Yes Yes N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

*This would not be required if the school playing fields remain in place as per option 1 where only the redgra area would be developed. 
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STEP 4: How much use? 

 

When will the sport use above take place on the proposed pitch/pitches? 

The pitch(es) will be used extensively by the schools throughout the year to deliver both statutory physical education lessons and examination options at key stages 4 and 5.  

Freedom Leisure will also hire out the pitch(es) beyond school hours to meet demand within the local community. 

 

What surface choices are there? 

There are 6 preferred categories of AGPs recognised by the governing bodies and these are set out in Appendix 2.  When deciding upon final pitch surface, it is strongly 

recommended that reference is made to further detailed information that is available from each of the National Governing Bodies (NGBs) on their preferred surfaces.  Each 

of these surface categories have their own playing characteristics making them more suitable for some sports than others and in some cases not suitable at all for specific 

sports. The table in Appendix 2 is intended to indicate the suitability of each of the surface categories for each of the sports and where appropriate, the level of use. In 

addition, the table identifies the relevant performance standard that the surface must achieve. 

 

Prioritisation: The Decision 

Once all of the 4 steps have been completed and the information gathered, it is necessary to analyse the information and to identify which sport is the priority in terms of 

influencing the surface category. There is no simple mathematical formula that will provide the answer as to which is the priority sport. However, in most cases the answer 

can be arrived at by using common sense and discussing the case for each sport at a working group consisting of the relevant governing bodies and key stakeholders. The 

information gathered at Steps 3 and 4 provides the key factors in making any decision, with Step 3 being the most important i.e. a sport played at a higher competitive level 

will have more specific requirements for the playing surface. Where the level of use is similar, then the amount of use will be the deciding factor. 
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Options under consideration at Llanidloes High School – Detailed cost/benefit analysis 
 

1) Install a short pile (40mm) 3G multi-use pitch on the current Redgra area  

2) Install a long pile (60mm with shock pad) 3G football/rugby pitch on the current school athletics field  

3) Install both a Long Pile (60mm with shock pad) 3G football/rugby pitch on the current playing fields and an extended multi-use games area (MUGA) that extends over 

the current tennis courts  

4) Install both a Long Pile (60mm with shock pad) 3G football/rugby pitch on the current playing fields and a short pile (40mm) 3G multi-use pitch on the current Redgra 

area 

 

Option 1: Install a Short Pile (40mm) 3G multi-use pitch on the current Redgra area 

Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities Threats 

All weather use throughout the year 
– reduction in lost lesson time 

Does not resolve the currently 
uneven athletics / football / rugby 
field  

Wider community use from clubs 
and increased participation. 

 
 

The area requires expansion in 
width and length 

Full sided games for lessons and 
GCSE specifications 

The facility is remote from support 
facilities such as changing 
accommodation 

Potential for new clubs to be set up 
due to the multi-use and guarantee 
of surface over time. 

This may be the preferred site for a 
new primary and secondary school 
canteen  

Ability to use for all sports including 
tennis, athletics, tag rugby, football, 
hockey, rounders, H&F, cricket plus 
other extra-curricular activities.   

Access for people with disabilities 
will be least straightforward as the 
facility is furthest from the car park 
area.  However, this could be 
overcome by creating disabled 
parking nearby. 

Potential to introduce new sports 
into the curriculum e.g. Netball 

 

We can use other existing facilities 
to continue our curriculum without 
the loss of any activities 

Beyond school hours, this location 
would make it least practical for a 
facility supervisor based in the 
leisure centre to monitor personnel, 
vehicular and cycle movements. 

Increased revenue for Freedom 
leisure 

 

Uncertainty exists about precise 
community needs for the facility so 
flexibility is increased by selecting a 
surface that can accommodate a 
range of sports/activities. 

 Potential to build on excellent 
practice of Hockey and re-establish 
multiple teams as Llanidloes club. 
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  Ability to host wider events within 
the high school, primary school, 
Powys and National events e.g. 
Heart of Wales 7s will use it for a 
number of days of the year for both 
Netball and Hockey. (Netball could 
be introduced to the curriculum). 

 

  Increased after school provision  

Option 2: Install a Long Pile (60mm with shock pad) 3G football/rugby pitch on the current school athletics field 

Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities Threats 

All weather playing surface for 
rugby and football 

Loss of hockey from the curriculum 
and community 

Host rugby and football games If Redgra isn’t removed then we 
have lost a lot of green space 
 

Ability to host competitive rugby 
and football matches 

Loss of athletics from the curriculum 
and community 

 If the canteen is proposed to be 
built where the Redgra is then we 
have lost a lot of green space 

Provides full contact training ground 
for local football and rugby teams, 
thereby reducing wear and tear on 
grass pitches 

Loss of breadth and flexibility with 
the curriculum 

 Pressure for increased parking will 
mean a further loss of green areas 
and facilities 

The facility is adjacent to support 
facilities such as changing 
accommodation 

Subsequent decrease in pupil 
performances at school and county 
level due to sports being unavailable 
to pupils 

 Pressure for increased viewing 
areas/stands/pitch run off etc will 
mean a further loss of green areas 
and facilities 

Access for people with disabilities 
will be straightforward as the facility 
would be close to the car park area. 

Subsequent decrease in KS3, GCSE 
and A level results due to sports 
being unavailable to pupils 

 The site of the current demountable 
classrooms may be the preferred 
site for a new primary and 
secondary school canteen.  This may 
inhibit access to the pitch. 

 Reduction in green area for pupils to 
play on during break and lunch time 

  

 Eradication of, or increased cost of, 
travelling for events e.g. Sports Day, 
House Matches, Fixtures 

  

 Uncertainty exists about precise 
community needs for the facility so 
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flexibility would be increased by 
selecting a surface that can 
accommodate a wider range of 
sports/activities. 

Option 3: Install both a 4G football/rugby pitch on the current playing fields and an extended multi-use Astro Turf area that extends over the current 
tennis courts (of a sufficient size to host hockey matches) 

Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities Threats 

All weather use throughout the year 
– reduction in lost lesson time 

Loss of running track and throwing 
events 

Widest community use from clubs 
and increased participation out of 
the four options 

If Redgra isn’t removed then the 
secondary school will lose playing 
fields 

Full sided games for lessons and 
GCSE specifications although 
potentially on a smaller pitch size 

Reduction in green area for pupils to 
play on during break and lunch time 

Potential for new clubs to be set up 
due to the multi-use and guarantee 
of surface over time 

If the canteen is proposed to be 
built where the Redgra is then the 
secondary school will lose a large 
green space that could have 
replaced the athletics field 

Ability to use for all sports including 
tennis, athletics, tag rugby, football, 
hockey, rounders, H&F, cricket plus 
other extra-curricular activities 

 Potential to introduce new sports 
into the curriculum e.g. Netball 

Pressure for increased parking will 
mean a further loss of green areas 
and facilities 

We can use other existing facilities 
to continue our curriculum without 
the loss of any activities 

 Highest level of revenue for 
Freedom Leisure out of the four 
options 

Pressure for increased viewing 
areas/stands/pitch run off etc will 
mean a further loss of green areas 
and facilities 

Both facilities would be close to 
support facilities such as changing 
accommodation 

 Increased after school provision The site of the current demountable 
classrooms may be the preferred 
site for a new primary and 
secondary school canteen.  This may 
inhibit access to the pitch.  

Access for people with disabilities 
will be straightforward as the 
facilities are close to the car park 
area. 

 Ability to host wider events within 
the high school, primary school, 
Powys and National events e.g. 
Heart of Wales 7s will use it for a 
number of days of the year for both 
Netball and Hockey. (Netball could 
be introduced to the curriculum) 

Possibly prohibitively expensive 
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Option 4: Install both a long pile (60mm with shock pad) 3G football/rugby pitch on the current playing fields and a short pile (40mm) 3G multi-use 
pitch on the current Redgra area 

Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities Threats 

All weather use throughout the year 
– reduction in lost lesson time 

Loss of running track unless the 
track is incorporated into the 
hockey pitch design as shown in 
appendix 5.  

Wider community use from clubs 
and increased participation. 

 
 

Prohibitive cost 

Full sided games for lessons and 
GCSE specifications although 
potentially on a smaller hockey 
pitch size 

Reduction in green area for pupils to 
play on during break and lunch time 

Potential for new clubs to be set up 
due to the multi-use and guarantee 
of surface over time. 

Possible need for further parking 
spaces may reduce green space 
available for school use 

Ability to use for all sports including 
tennis, athletics, tag rugby, football, 
hockey, rounders, H&F, cricket plus 
other extra-curricular activities 

Loss of throwing events Potential to introduce new sports 
into the curriculum e.g. Netball 

 

We can use other existing facilities 
to continue our curriculum without 
the loss of any activities 

 Increased revenue for Freedom 
leisure 

 

Both facilities would be close to 
support facilities such as changing 
accommodation 

 Potential to build on excellent 
practice of Hockey and re-establish 
multiple teams as Llanidloes club. 

 

Access for people with disabilities 
will be straightforward as the 
facilities are close to the car park 
area. 

 Ability to host wider events within 
the high school, primary school, 
Powys and National events e.g. 
Heart of Wales 7s will use it for a 
number of days of the year for both 
Netball and Hockey. (Netball could 
be introduced to the curriculum). 

 

All weather playing surface for 
rugby and football 

 Increased after school provision  

Ability to host competitive rugby 
and football matches 

 Host rugby and football games  

Provides full contact training ground 
for local football and rugby teams, 
thereby reducing wear and tear on 
grass pitches 
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The rugby/football facility is 
adjacent to support facilities such as 
changing accommodation 

   

Access for people with disabilities 
will be straightforward as the facility 
would be close to the car park area. 
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Proposed next steps 
 

Action By whom By when 

Share this paper with all stakeholders Daniel Owen (Headteacher, Llanidloes High School) 20 Aug, 2018 

Stakeholders in school, LA and Freedom Leisure to provide feedback PE staff at Llanidloes HS, Elen Chennetier (Headteacher, Llanidloes 
primary school), Councillor Phyl Davies (Portfolio Holder for 
Highways, Recycling and Assets), Councillor Rachel Powell 
(Portfolio Holder for Young People and Culture), Jenny Ashton 
(Project / Contract Manager at Powys County Council) 

7 Sept, 2018 

Stakeholder meeting to agree final option As per appendix 1 13 Sept, 4.30pm, 
Llanidloes HS 
library 

Produce and present a costed project proposal to wind farm developers to 
secure their contribution towards the total costs. 

Jenny Ashton (Project / Contract Manager at Powys County 
Council) 

End of Sept 

Oversee timely implementation of the project.  
 

Jenny Ashton (Project / Contract Manager at Powys County 
Council) 

Completion by 
end of January 
2019 
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Appendix 1 

Planning meeting: 13 June, 2018 at Llanidloes High School 

 

Present 

- Councillor Phyl Davies (Portfolio Holder for Highways, Recycling and Assets) 

- Councillor Rachel Powell (Portfolio Holder for Young People and Culture) 

- Jenny Ashton (Project / Contract Manager at Powys County Council) 

- Margot Jones (Chair of Governors, Llanidloes High School) 

- Jamie Jones (Chair of Governors, Llanidloes Primary School) 

- Daniel Owen (Headteacher, Llanidloes High School) 

- Nicola Davies (Head of PE, Llanidloes High School) 

- Jordan Davies (PE teacher, Llanidloes High School) 

- Kate Hamer (5x60 Coordinator, Llanidloes High School) 

 

Discussion notes 
Informal discussion took place around the following development options:- 
 
1) Install a short pile (40mm) 3G multi-use pitch on the current Redgra area  
2) Install a long pile (60mm with shock pad) 3G football/rugby pitch on the current school athletics field  
3) Install both a long pile (60mm with shock pad) 3G football/rugby pitch on the current playing fields and an extended multi-use games area (MUGA) that extends over the 
current tennis courts  
4) Install both a long pile (60mm with shock pad) 3G football/rugby pitch on the current playing fields and a short pile (40mm) 3G multi-use pitch on the current Redgra 
area 
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Appendix 2: Categories of Artificial Grass Pitches (AGPs) 
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Appendix 3: Glossary 
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Appendix 4:  Advantages of artificial surfaces 

 

The general advantages of artificial pitches over natural grass can be summarised as allowing: 

 

•  Greater durability 

•  More efficient use of space 

•  Increased usage 2 

•  Flexibility 

•  Better overall value for money 

•  Defined performance characteristics. 

The case study on the left4 demonstrates the positive impact of 3G pitches on participation rates, 

especially amongst women. 

 

A further advantage is that less maintenance is required for a given level of use when compared 

to natural grass. However, it is a myth that artificial playing surfaces are maintenance-free. For 

example, an artificial grass pitch is likely to have the same annual maintenance cost as a turf 

pitch, but be able to take ten times as much use 3. 

 

Specification and construction techniques can be tailored to a spectrum of uses and budgets, and 

include casual kick about or recreation areas, more serious training pitches and various levels of 

competition venues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
4 http://www.hockeywales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/collaboration_all_wales_report_final_copy_8_feb_2015.pdf (p48) 

http://www.hockeywales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/collaboration_all_wales_report_final_copy_8_feb_2015.pdf
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Appendix 5:  Map of various options and proposed site of new canteen 

 

 

 

Diagram 1: Current layout of the school site        Diagram 2: Map of various options 

 

1 
2 

3 

4 
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Key 

1) A short pile (40mm) 3G multi-use pitch on the current Redgra area 

  

2) A long pile (60mm with shock pad) 3G football/rugby pitch on the current school athletics field. 

3) An extended multi-use games area (MUGA) that extends beyond the current tennis courts to compensate for the loss of the school athletics field under option 2. 

4) Possible site for a new canteen area planned by the primary and secondary school as part of a joint bid for Welsh Government 21st Century Schools funding. 
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Appendix 6: Pitch dimensions for required for hockey, football and rugby5 

Sport Basic pitch size [including run-off] Level of use at this pitch size School playing area of sufficient size and notes 

Hockey 91.4 x 55m  
[101.4 x 63m] 

Recreational, club, county, 
regional, national, international 

The current redgra area does not meet minimum size 
requirements.  However, there may be potential for extension of 
current regra needs to accommodate a hockey pitch 

Football 68.25 x 42m min  
82 x 50.77m max 
[71.91 x 45.66m min  
88 x 56.77m max] 
 
72.8 x 45.5m min  
91 x 56m max 
[76.46 x 49.16m min  
97 x 62m max] 
 
82.3 x 45.5m min  
100.6 x 64m max 
[85.96 x 49.16m min  
106.6 x 70m max] 
 
90 x 45.5m min  
120 x 90m max  
[93.66 x 49.16m min 126 x 96m max] 

(U11-U12) Recreational, club, 
county, regional 
 
 
 
(U13-U14) Recreational, club, 
county, regional 
 
 
 
(U15-U16) Recreational, club, 
county, regional 
 
 
 
(U17-U18/Senior) Recreational, 
club, county, regional 

The current playing field meets minimum size requirements for all 
ages up to regional competition 

Rugby 144 x 70m max  
[154 x 80m max] 

All levels All sizes are maximum. RFU do not specify minimum pitch sizes.  
10m min In Goal area recommended where possible, up to 22m 
max.  RFU do not specify a minimum safe over-run but do 
recommend a 5m clear margin around the pitch where possible.  
Figures to the left include 22m In Goal area and 5m clear margin 
around the pitch. 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
5 https://www.sportengland.org/media/4479/comparative-sizes-checklist-april-2011.pdf  

https://www.sportengland.org/media/4479/comparative-sizes-checklist-april-2011.pdf
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Appendix 7  Indicative ATP business analysis6 

 

                                                           
6 http://www.hockeywales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/collaboration_all_wales_report_final_copy_8_feb_2015.pdf (p51) 

http://www.hockeywales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/collaboration_all_wales_report_final_copy_8_feb_2015.pdf
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