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Message from the Head
Dear Parent/Carer,
Welcome to our Michaelmas (autumn) newsletter which I trust provides a window into the enjoyment,
energy and excellence that characterise everyday life here at Llanidloes High School.

Firstly, I would like to briefly share some highlights from our summer examinations.
Our GCSE students were certainly celebrating after achieving excellent results in all key performance
indicators. We are especially pleased to see that our Welsh First Language pupils achieved exceptionally
high results. This may help explain the record number of pupils currently studying through the medium of
Welsh here at Llanidloes.

We are equally delighted that nearly every single sixth form student at Llanidloes applying for Higher Education gained a place in his or her
first-choice university. This is outstanding and unsurprising given that nearly a third of all grades are A*-A or equivalent.
The results serve as a reminder of the excellent teaching and pastoral care at Llanidloes High School and are an exceptional testimony to
students’ hard work. I would like to thank all of the GCSE and A-level students for their exceptional hard work and for being such
exemplary role models for our younger pupils.

Secondly, as the Local Authority (LA) embarks on an ambitious review of school organisation in Powys, we invite you to remind LA officers
that our A-level results help explain why local sixth form education is overwhelmingly the most popular post-16 choice of students and
parents in Llanidloes and the surrounding areas.
To help you in this, please find enclosed/attached a joint letter communicating our expectation that the Local Authority will ensure that any
proposal to transform post-16 education takes into account our exceptional academic standards, strong value added residuals evidencing
our excellent teaching, and pastoral care that is second to none.
We invite you to sign and return the letter to the office. We will then send all responses to officers and councillors involved in the
reorganisation programme.
Thank you for your ongoing support.

Year 8 recently enjoyed learning about our rich and varied past in St
Fagans National Museum of History, one of the UK’s most popular
heritage attractions that holds a special place in the hearts of the
people of Wales.
The museum stands in the grounds of the magnificent St Fagans
Castle and gardens, a late 16th-century manor house donated to the
people of Wales by the Earl of Plymouth in 1948. Since 1948 over
forty original buildings from different historical periods have been re
-erected in the 100-acre parkland, among them houses, a farm, a
school, a chapel and a splendid Workmen's Institute.
Pupils explored Welsh history by tasting people’s everyday lives in
different eras. They enjoyed participating in traditional crafts and
activities, workshops where craftsmen demonstrated traditional
skills, viewing native breeds of livestock, demonstrations of farming
tasks and exploring the parkland sanctuary for birds, bats and rare
animals.
A great time was had by one and all. Pupils left with an insight into
the rich heritage and culture of Wales, and the Welsh language that
is used by the craftsmen and interpreters.

Fond farewell to Colin and Terry!
At the end of the summer term, we bid a very fond farewell to husband and wife team, Colin and Terry.
The much-loved couple have had long-lasting connections to the school. Indeed, Colin was reminiscing shortly before he left
about the time when he and his friends ate their packed lunches on the lawn outside the hall when the foundation stone was
being laid. Indeed, he was in the very first cohort that went through the school back in the year of the Queen’s coronation in
1953.
To honour the couple, they were invited as VIP guests during the visit of the Education Minister, Mrs Kirsty Williams CBE. Mrs
Williams heard about Colin and Terry’s selfless service down the years and how much their diligence, positivity, care and
anecdotes will be missed when they leave.
Before she left, Mrs Williams presented the couple with a stylish, engraved clock fashioned by our Design and Technology team
which we trust will remind them of our deep love and affection for them in the years ahead. We wish them both a joyful
retirement and feel sure they will pop in from time to time to keep us entertained with stories about the school from
generations past.

Royal Navy MasterChef
Masterclass
Our Year 10 Food Technology class recently enjoyed a MasterChef
masterclass from Royal Navy chefs.
Our culinary enthusiasts threw themselves into having their skills
refined by visiting experts. During the session, pupils were taught
how to make chicken and chorizo paella, a favourite whilst on the
ship. They also received an insight into life as a Royal Navy chef and
the many different careers within the Armed Forces.
After being asked by the Navy Chef, ‘What is the favourite thing you
like to make for dinner?’ one pupil replied, ‘Reservations!’.

Extra INSET day
on 26 June 2020
You may be aware that the Welsh Government has awarded an extra in-service training
day (INSET) to provide teachers with time to plan for curriculum reform.
After consulting with headteachers, our Interim Head of Education, Mrs Lynette Lovell,
has decided that this curriculum INSET day will take place on 26th June 2020, so please
get that date in your diaries.

Lewis Hamilton watch out...
Matthew Higgins is about
Congratulations are due to Matthew Higgins who is a rising star in the
world of motor racing.
Matthew very nearly won a ticket to compete in the World karting finals
in Sarno, Italy, after a blistering season in the British Karting
Championships and European competitions.

Nigel Mansell (chap with a cap) watches
Matthew in action at his race track

In some of the closing races of the season, Matthew qualified as the top
Brit. During the final key race of the season, just when it seemed he was
destined to steer his way to Italy, another competitor spun out in front of
him, careered into his kart and broke Matthew’s wheel, axle and chassis,
forcing retirement. Despite this setback and starting 33rd on the grid,
Matthew’s talent and determination then shone through as he rose to
finish 12th on the day and 9th in the British Championships.
Well done, Matthew! We are immensely proud of you and wish you well as you use the
winter months to prepare for next year’s British Championship, European competitions
and possibly some World Championship rounds.

Hamilton
looking nervous, as well
he should

Maria Francis-Jones selected for
International Senior Squad
Our resident international football star, Maria Francis-Jones, continues
to make the headlines.
Maria, who plays for Cardiff City, was on the Welsh bench for the recent
goalless draw in Belfast against Northern Ireland.
She was selected to her first international senior squad and will now
look to make her Welsh debut in the remaining qualification matches
during the New Year.
Norway currently top the 2021 European
Championship qualification group, but there is
still time for Wales to make it through.
Qualification or no qualification, we are
immensely proud of our talented rising star.
Well done, Maria!

Are you a European citizen living in Powys?
Welsh Government has asked the LA to highlight a few websites that may be useful to
parents and carers.
Firstly, if you are a European citizen living in Powys who doesn’t hold British citizenship,
you may need to apply for settled or pre-settled status to continue living and working in
the UK from 2021.
The county has 330 European Union (EU) Nationals who have applied for settled status so
far but the council is urging others who may eligible for settled status to check. For more
information, please follow the link below:
https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families
Welsh Government are offering extra support and advice to EU citizens currently living in
Wales who are applying for settled status.
http://www.eusswales.com/

Do you work in the agricultural sector?
Secondly, if you work in the agricultural or environmental sector, Brexit could have an
effect on your business or working practices. The website below provides information
and advice from the Welsh Government:

https://gov.wales/preparing-wales-brexit/environment-agriculture-and-food?
fbclid=IwAR3dtI_SXvVXiaKXr0U5jszwA5P_ptgqC0mEAe3ITDX2i08cA2ohlXPTNfk

Old boots and
pads please
Mrs Thomas-Young has issued a plea to all
parents and carers for second hand football
boots, trainers and shin pads that are in
reasonable condition. They will be put to
good use!

Free Minecraft and Office 365
Our Microsoft 365 (A3) licence comes with a whole host of additional features, to benefit
pupils at school and at home.
Pupils personal devices at home can have desktop versions of Microsoft Office installed
on up to 5 PCs or Macs per licenced user. Office Apps can be installed on up to 5 tablets
and 5 phones per licenced user. To enjoy these benefits, pupils must have consent
confirmed in the Hwb User Management Portal. Please ask Mr Gibson if you need
further information.
To find out how to install Office 365 use the following link: https://hwb.gov.wales/
support-centre/hwb-services/microsoft/microsoft-365-licences/

To install Minecraft Education Edition, use the following link: https://hwb.gov.wales/
support-centre/hwb-services/microsoft/minecraft-education-edition/
For any queries, please contact hwb@gov.wales / 03000 25 25 25

Llanidloes Schools Federation Choir raise the roof…
with a little help from world famous choir!
In October, Llanidloes Schools
Federation
Choir
sang
alongside one of the most
celebrated choirs in the
world, Treorchy Male Voice
Choir. The event was part of
fundraising efforts to repair
the Llanidloes community
centre roof.

Pictured: Trombonist Finn Macken performs in front of a packed crowd and members of the
Treorchy Male Voice Choir

Everyone in the jam-packed community centre was treated to a feast of musical delight on what
turned out to be a truly memorable evening.
Commenting on a particularly stirring and emotive rendition of ‘You Raise Me Up’, one member of
the joint Federation Choir said, ‘The floorboards literally shook beneath our feet when the male
voice choir joined in’.
Mr Owen said, ‘Listening to pupils from the Federation Choir performing alongside the worldrenowned Treorchy Male Voice Choir made the hairs stand up on the back of your neck. Looking out
across the audience, one could see parents’ and grandparents’ eyes growing increasingly moist with
each moving performance. The whole event was a testimony to the rich talent within both the
primary and secondary school, as well as the benefits of federated working. At the High School, we
are especially thankfully for the exceptional musical direction and support provided by primary
school staff who made the whole event possible. It is an experience our pupils will never forget.’

Residents
radiant at recital
Pupils, parents, staff and governors have been treated to a
wide variety of delightful musical performances at recent
events, from the Summer Showcase to the Eisteddfod
Highlights concert, and school assemblies to Maes-Y-Wennol
care home.

Thank you to all our volunteers!
We would like to thank the many parents who responded to our recent plea for volunteers
to enrich our formal and informal curriculum and pastoral care.
We now enjoy parent and community support for pupils for whom English is an additional
language, pastoral support via a volunteer chaplaincy service, musical accompaniment and
tuition, literacy and numeracy support for pupils with additional learning needs, careers
talks, fundraising and social event planning via the Friends of Llanidloes High School,
sharing tailored feedback following mock interviews and curriculum vitae reviews, and
much more besides. Every single volunteer reminds us just what a wonderful community
we serve here in Llanidloes.

Debbie Peck who
volunteers as school
chaplain

If you are willing to give of your time, no matter how small and infrequent, to support our
wonderful pupils, please pop in and speak with Mr Owen.

International languages day
Pupils from all year groups were recently treated to an engaging International Languages Day with Tim Penn, our
visiting Business Language Champion from ERW (Education through Regional Working).
Tim’s original exposure to a new language came during his sporting career as a jockey, when he was based for a
year at the world-renowned racing centre of Chantilly, north of Paris. Arriving in France with no French at all,
Tim soon developed his in-depth understanding of French which led directly to an export sales role in North
Africa.
Tim now visits schools across Wales sharing his career path with pupils and encouraging them to
seriously consider the power of modern foreign communication in their GCSE subject mix.
Pupil feedback on the Business Language Champions' visits showed that he successfully captured
their imagination, allowing them to realise the importance of international languages in the
workplace, as well as suggesting new opportunities in multilingual communication.

West End comes to Llanidloes
At the end of October, Phil Lee-Thomas and fellow stars of the West End generously gave a second
breath-taking charity concert at the rugby club to help us raise money for the refurbishment of the
Cymorth Additional Learning Needs centre. A wonderful time was had by all.

Montgomeryshire Sports Awards
The Montgomeryshire Sports Awards were held at Theatre Hafren towards the end of the summer term.
Llanidloes High School pupils received wide-ranging accolades for their sporting and volunteering
successes, securing over 50 nominations. Here are a few highlights:U18 Sports personality of the Year – 1st- Maria Francis Jones
U14 Sports personality of the Year – 3rd Norton Collins
U12 Sports personality of the Year – 2nd Callum Francis Jones
Young Sports leaders of the Year – 2nd Kate Jerman
Well done to all our talented youngsters who tool part.
.

Record Breaking Sports Day
Our last newsletter was published just before the late July sports day. By way of catch up, we would like to
congratulate our many record breakers!
It was a fabulous sports day with some truly outstanding
performances. The following records were broken:
Zara Collins - 200m
Harvey George - Vertical jump
James Midgeley - Long jump
Gav Rowlands - 200m
Year 8 boys - Hafren (now in Year 9)
Year 7 mixed - Idloes (now in Year 8)
Year 7 boys - Idloes (now in Year 8)
Year 9 boys - Ceiriog (now in Year 10)
Year 10 girls - Idloes (now in Year 11)
The Welsh
Education
Minister, Kirsty Williams,
joined us to watch a few
events, such is the crowdpulling power of the
Llanidloes High School
sports day (though we
sorely missed the icecream van this year!)

Year 7 Tennis Team Reach
Finals
Our summer of sporting success was typified by our Year 7 boys
impressive performance at the Montgomeryshire Tennis Championship.

Our highly competitive team comprised of Charlie Roberts, Aaron
Macken, Ben Rocher-Jones and Callum Francis-Jones. En route to the
finals of the tournament the boys faced Newtown High School. A spirited
display from their opponents was not enough to prevent the boys taking
control of the match and seizing a richly deserved victory.

Rugby talent flourishing
We are exceptionally fortunate to enjoy regular, outstanding coaching from our Welsh
Rugby Union (WRU) Hub Officer, Adam Price, who has been spotting and developing
young talent from schools across the Llanidloes cluster.
Hearty congratulations are due to Finn Jones, Teegan James Bentley and Harri Hughes
who have all been selected to represent Rygbi Gogledd Cymru (RGC) South Schools
under 15s this season. In September, Finn and Teegan were selected to play against
Merthyr schools.
Rygbi Gogledd Cymru (RGC) is the regional representative team for the North Wales
Rugby Development Region. They aim to inspire our community through rugby success
both on and off the field.
The boys follow in the footsteps of Harvey George who has already been selected to
play for RGC under 16s this season.
In years to come, perhaps it will be 19-16 to Wales rather than South Africa in the
World Cup Final as a result of the young talent being nurtured today.
Congratulations to all the boys for this splendid achievement!

Faraday Challenge Day Success
On 27 November, pupils from Year 8 enjoyed taking part in a STEM Faraday Challenge Day delivered by the Institute of
Engineering and Technology (IET) with assistance
from Motorola.
During the event, teams of pupils were tasked to
design and evaluate prototypes to match an open
brief concerned with the delivery of aid-systems
via an Airbus aircraft to help populations in need.
Pupils presented their designs to a panel of
judges from IET and Motorola in a competitive
pitch to secure the award for best design
solution. Motorola presented an individual prize
for the best contribution to teamwork. The day
was a huge success and was enjoyed by pupils

and guests alike. Well done all!
(For further information about the STEM club and other Science and Technology
events please contact Mr Thomas (Technology) or Mr Ealey-Fitzgerald (Science).

Friends invitation
Llanidloes High School Friends continue to do a sterling job of
fundraising for the school. Last year they managed to raise
over 10K through an Italian night, sky dive, Christmas stalls
and selling tea, coffee and biscuits beyond measure. They
purchased a wide array of equipment for the school, including:
3D printer, Sixth Form computer suite, Bags of Confidence,
ASD Centre refurbishment and top notch guillotine (of the
paper cutting variety!)
This year they have already received a cheque for over 4K for
becoming Co-op’s ’Charity of the Year’. We really don’t know
where we’d be without this small but extraordinarily hardworking team. Please, please consider joining the Friends
group. You will be guaranteed plenty of fun at the same time as helping us improve provision for our pupils.

Alumni corner - Richard Meredith
(at the school 1947-1954...ish)
Since arriving at Llanidloes High School, I have been struck by the number of former pupils who
have been in touch. Each of them share a deep sense of affinity with the school. Each of them
hold a wealth of vivid memories of their halcyon school days. It is a privilege to hear of their
nostalgic trips down memory lane.
The most recent alumni to get in touch is Mr Richard Meredith. Richard was born in Llanidloes
in 1936 and received his early education at Llanidloes High School. From here he went to the
University College of North Wales, Bangor, to study zoology and botany after which he taught
biology at King Edward VI school in Lichfield, Rawlins Community College in Quorn, and served
as Head of Science at Woodhouse School in Tamworth. He has been a Churchwarden since
1980, Chairman of the Alvecote Pools Nature Reserve, a Parish and Borough Councillor, and
Chairman of the first doctor/patient forum in Warwickshire.
Here is Richard’s letter. If anyone has family members who remember Richard and would like to get in touch, let us know.
“Dear Mr Owen,
Each year when I read my County Times I have been delighted to read about the success of the young people of Llanidloes in
your school. Having been a teacher I know what the pressures our society puts on young people and also the joy of achieving
something with your talents. Many congratulations!
My other purpose in writing is to include a photograph of the school pupils in 1939-1940 given to me recently from the estate
of my cousin Hubert Meredith who lived in Dwyryd House by the Short Bridge. He had died aged 92 in Wolverhampton.
I’ve included one or two things about myself so that you can see who I am. I was one of the first group of sixth formers at the
new school and my thoughts feature in the 50th Anniversary brochure that John Hughes produced. I gave him the
photograph produced on the front cover plus one or two others plus the article he asked me to write about those early days.
How fortunate in having been born and brought up in Llanidloes!
Yours sincerely,
Richard Meredith”

Recognise
anyone?

Thank you!
A hearty thank you to Sarah Morris from Llanidloes Christmas Trees for providing us with yet another
free Christmas tree for the festive season!

MacMillan Nurse Fundraisers
Our secretary Jan Powell is running TWO marathons next year. The first is in March when she will be running
around Cyprus. In April she will also join the London Marathon. Her aim is to raise money for Macmillan Cancer
Support whilst getting people moving more.
Jan invites all pupils in years 7 – 9 to come and join her in a two hour sponsored Just Dance-athon in the school
gym on Friday 13th December starting at 1.30pm!
Dates for the diary
10 set 1 mock speaking exam
If your child would like to take part in this event, please complete 9 Dec
11
Dec
10 set 2 mock speaking exam
the permission slip they have received and return the sponsor
12 Dec
10 set 3 mock speaking exam
form on the back. Jan, who will be dancing for 2 hours, tells us
she is actually looking forward to this event. Well done!
12 Dec
Year 11 parents evening
12 Dec
Carol singing at town hall
13 Dec
Year 7 interim reports home
13 Dec
Carol singing Maes-Y-Wennol
13 Dec
MacMillan nurse fund raiser, Christmas jumper
day (bring £1) + Rewards Brunch
18 Dec
Carol service China Street Chapel (all welcome)
– 12pm
19 Dec
Sixth Form interim reports home
Find out at our new
20
Dec
Last day before Christmas
Revision Evening on
21 Dec
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS
22 January. Details will
– 6 Jan
be sent to you soon
5-12 Jan Ski trip
7 Jan
Spring term begins
16 Jan
Year 7 parents evening
16 Jan
Nov GCSE exam results published
22 Jan
Parent and pupil revision evening (time TBC)

Dates for the diary

.

20
Jan—31
Jan
6 Feb
7 Feb
14 Feb
17-21
Feb
24 Feb
26 Feb
27 Feb
2 Mar—
6 Mar
5 Mar
19 Mar
20 Mar
1 April
3 April
3 April
6 – 20
April
21 April
22 May
25-29
May
1 June
26 June
17 July
20 July1 Sept

Year 9 and Year 11 exams

Year 10 parents evening
Sixth Form reports home
Last day of half term
HALF TERM HOLIDAYS
Spring term recommences
Year 9 interim reports home
Year 9 Options Evening
Year 10 exams
Jan GCSE exam results published
Year 8 parents evening
Year 11 reports home
Year 10 reports home
Spring term ends
Sixth Form interim reports home
EASTER HOLIDAYS
Summer term begins
Last day of half term
HALF TERM HOLIDAYS

Summer term recommences
No school (extra INSET day)
Last day of summer term
SUMMER HOLIDAYS

