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Update from the Head 
 
The US basketball player Yogi Berra had something of a way with words. He once said: “It’s like deja vu all over 

again”.  I sometimes feel my messages must seem the same to you as I reference the information each time 

(such as symptoms, self-isolation guidance, face coverings, summer assessments and online learning). In our 

Christmas newsletter, therefore, we are going to focus entirely on your children’s achievements and success. 

To start things off, I am delighted to say that we have been named The Sunday Times 

9th best state school in Wales.   

Alastair McCall, editor of The Sunday Times Parent Power, said: “The need for clarity 

about school examination performance has never been greater after two years of 

teacher assessed grades, during which for completely understandable reasons, the 

numbers of top grades increased dramatically. 

“We felt it was important to go back to the last sets of moderated public 

examination outcomes from 2019, 2018 and 2017 to get the most accurate and 

current view of school academic achievement. By taking a three-year average, we 

mitigated against relatively poor performance in a one-off year. 

“At a time when some schools are making hard to substantiate claims of academic prowess based on outcomes from 2021 and 

2020, we believe these rankings – and all the additional information on offer in Parent 

Power – provide parents with a more reliable guide to academic achievement in schools 

today.” 

While I am sorely tempted to read much into this apparent achievement, we are taking it 

with a large pinch of salt.  There are too many unknowns for us to be confident of using 

The Sunday Times Parent Power report as a proxy indicator of success.   

For example, we are unsure precisely how many 

Welsh schools gave permission for The Sunday 

Times to use their performance data.  Moreover, 

the Parent Power analysis ignores two years of 

learning that has taken place in the most disruptive 

period in Welsh education history.  So we need to 

exercise extreme caution when drawing favourable 

comparisons with other schools.   

Finally, we are now in what I would describe as an unparalleled period of collaboration 

with other schools across Powys, Wales and beyond.  As a staff team, we have a growing 

sense of shared responsibility for pupils’ learning across the whole system.  So, blunt 

comparative tools may not be the most helpful way of celebrating our pupils’ and staff 

members’ successes.     

Personally, I believe we have a long 

way to go, but are building on a very 

healthy foundation with one of the 

finest staff teams around, serving 

extraordinarily precious young 

people.  What a challenge!  What a 

privilege! 

This second Michaelmas newsletter focuses on pupils’ achievements.  We 

would like to share the fruits of your children’s labour.   

Staff from across the curriculum have provided a little snapshot of the kind 

of work your children have been creating of late.  We have an array of 

talent on display from the creative designs emerging from our new textiles 

room under the expert guidance of Miss Botha, and the artistic flair on 

display in Miss Smith’s inspiring art lessons, to the sporting prowess on our 

3G pitch under our sector leading PE team, and the soul stirring poetry 

created in English.  I trust you enjoy the final edition of 2021. 

We look forward to working alongside you all in 2022.  Please do not hesitate 
to get in touch if you would like to arrange a meeting to discuss any aspect of your child’s welfare and progress.   
 
I trust you and your family have a truly wonderful Christmas.   

Mr Daniel Owen (BA. MA. Oxon) 

 

The Angel Appearing to the Shepherds, Govert 

Flinck, 1639  
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                   Fashion and Textiles  

Year 7 have been creating oven gloves or oven mats. They produced their own material 
using transfer ink and the heat press.  They have also been making little purses and 

miniature Christmas stockings. 

Year 8 have been making bucket hats.   Despite there being a high 
degree of technical skill involved in securing success, we’re sure 
you’ll agree they have risen to the challenge wonderfully well! 

Year 9 have been making decorative aprons using the applique technique.  This is sewing technique in which fabric patches 
are layered on a foundation fabric, then stitched in place by hand or machine with the raw edges turned under or covered 

with decorative stitching. From the French appliquer, “to put on,” appliqué is sometimes used to embellish 
clothing or household linens.   

Year 10 have been making bags and cushions.  Their original designs have made 
effective use of silk painting.  This unique painting style emphasizes softness, 
grace and elegance as well as flexibility of style. Much of the art's beauty and 

success comes down to the quality of silk being used.  
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Geography 

 

 

 

Years 11 and 13 enjoyed their geography fieldwork (above). 

To coincide with the COP26, pupils took part in a range of       

activities where they learned about the problems caused globally 

by climate change.   

Pupils in year 7 had a visit from the charity ‘The Size of Wales’ 

and pupils from across the school created posters for the COP26 

community project at the Minerva gallery (right) coordinated by 

our chaplain, Debbie Peck.  

On the last day of the COP all pupils wore green to raise aware-

ness of the need for the world to take action to tackle climate 

change.  

Pupils in year 9 geography have been working with artist Lowri 

Hughes to create a beautiful rainforest mural for the Humanities 

corridor (below).   
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English 

On National Poetry Day, lots of pupils throughout the school wrote a poem entitled 'Dream Day'. The structure we followed 

was suggested by the poet Simon Mole.  Attached is Fran's poem which was written in about 20 minutes. 

Dream Day by Fran (Year 13) 

Avocado toast and 
pepper and orange leaves 
lifting lightly in the breeze. 

 

The tragic character and the poet 
paint verse under brown canopies 

while the wind whisks the words away, 
cross-country, and the birds sing them –  

aloud. 
 

Four times, we tidy our hair, and 

four times, the wind throws it back. 

 

The rhythm of rivers lulls me to sleep 

in the comfort of home. 

The sun sets.  

The moon takes over. 

 

 

 
 

This half term has been filled with student progress in our new key stage 3 

reading programme – Accelerated Reader. The English department would like to 

congratulate the following classes on their excellent participation this half term.  

 7G who passed 149 quizzes and read 149 books and articles. 

 Mrs Saunders’ Year 8 English class who passed 279 quizzes and read 279 books and articles this half term. 

 Mrs Williams’ Year 9 English class who passed 100 quizzes and read 100 books and articles this half term. 

I’m sure that you’ll agree that this is a very heartening start to our school year.  Individuals in each key stage 3 English class 

who have demonstrated exceptional improvement in their reading level so far this year, have also received prizes. The English 

department would like to name these individuals for their outstanding progress: Olivia O’Connor, Daisy Davidson, Courtney 

Fitch, Alis Gethin, Terrell Quint, Ffion Morgan, George Evans, Toyah Smout, Holly Connor, Lowri Williams, Jayden Bradshaw, 

Poppy Hughes, William Webb, Noah Koffer, Rhian Abel, Rose Foskett, Roxie-Marie Jones, Ethan Parrotte and Llion Noble. 

The English department would also like to acknowledge the following 

students, for reading the highest number of words in their Accelerated 

Reading books by the end of the October half term: Zachary Cadman, 

Tally Morales, Ffion Jones-Morris, Bea Moss, David Davies, Alfie Jones, 

Rhys Pugh, Ellie-Sian Mayers, Matthias Heerdt, Mea Osborne, Lilia 

Owen, Poppy Hughes, Connie Treuttens, Jessica Passafonti and Mazzy 

Baker. 

Well done everyone for making a fantastic start to the new academic 

year.  We hope you receive plenty of new reading material in your 

stockings and under the Christmas tree! 
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Sixth Form / Chweched Dosbarth 

Human Rights 

Year 13 pupils have been considering the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights. Research and articles on wide-

ranging issues were explored, including: child soldiers; the 

case of Nazanine Zaghari-Ratcliff; the death penalty; and the 

rights of the LGBTQ community.  

Mock UN Debate on 

Nuclear Disarmament 

Pictured (right) is Trin Stephens with her stunning art work 

produced that week—the child soldier in the centre is hand 

drawn and not a photo! 

Year 13 enthusiastically conducted a well-researched 

mock UN debate on nuclear disarmament. Individual and 

groups of pupils represented different countries.  They 

put forward arguments from the perspective of their 

country defending their standpoint and trying to broker 

deals with other countries. Countries represented at the 

forum included: China; France; India; Iran; Israel; Japan; 

New Zealand; North Korea; Pakistan; Russia; United 

Kingdom; and the United States of America. 

In addition, sixth formers have started preparing for, and exploring, the world of work. In 

addition to developing their CVs and critical thinking skills, they have enjoyed a number 

of external speakers in a virtual work experience week.  

A wide range of speakers have brought various professions to life. These include: 

radiographer Lauren James; local midwife, Sioned Jones; speech and language therapist, 

Alex Jones, from Aberystwyth; dementia advocate, Benedict Hodge; sports development officer, Dai Higgs; Trademark 

& Finance Officer, Bethan Gratrix, from FSC UK; professional creative designer, Pro Tharan; chartered surveyors, 

Andrew Turner and Tom Lewis from Morris, Marshall and Poole; solicitor, Kelly Chapman, from Milwyn Jenkins and 

Jenkins; Rob and Tricia from the engineering company Compact Orbital Gears in Rhayader; occupational therapist, 

Beth Jones; Hannah Mitchell from NRW; Alys Smith who works in HR and business; and a local social worker. Many of 

these industry representatives were past pupils of the school and it was lovely to welcome them back, even if it was 

virtually! In addition to explaining the day-to-day experience of their careers, speakers discussed entry routes, 

employment and apprenticeship opportunities, and relevant degree schemes. They also provided guidance on 

interviews, CVs and how to create a good first impression. 

Students valued the speakers’ honesty as some shared their 

uncertainty about their future pathway when they were in Year 12 

and 13 and had changed careers. All spoke with passion about 

their professions and gave fascinating insights and useful advice. 

Many students have subsequently been in touch with speakers 

and completed valuable work experience with them.  

Many of Year 13 are applying to university at present and after 

Christmas the focus will move to those considering employment and apprenticeships as we continue working on CVs 

and letters of application. 

Careers 

development 
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International 

 Languages 

Our younger French learners are on the look out for some rather shifty 
looking individuals that are likely to stand out in a crowd!  See if you can 
translate the key information that would help the gendarmerie locate the 
suspects. 
 

 Welsh 

We enjoyed success in Eisteddfod Powys and the Eisteddfod T (the online Urdd 
Eisteddfod)!  
 
Robin Ellis in Year 9 came second in the key stage 3 prose competition.  
 
Dewi, Cerys, Romily and Charlie from Year 7 came second in the online poetry 
competition.  Alice, Mai and Scarlet came third.  These teams did particularly well 
as they were competing against several other classes from Bro Hyddgen, Llanfair 
Caereinion and Ysgol Calon Cymru.  
 
Haf Higgs from Year 7 won a prize in the Eisteddfod T for an Art 
competition.  Ardderchog pawb!   
 
On a related note, the Governing Body has returned its recommendations to the 
Powys Transformation Team.  The school has asked for several key changes to the 
Welsh in Education Strategic Plan, including: the creation of a Welsh Medium 
stream in Llanidloes primary school; local Trochi provision to support English 
medium students who wish to transfer to a Welsh medium education; and 
acknowledgement of the valuable work going on in dual stream schools in Powys. 
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In food technology lessons, Year 8 pupils have been 
baking homemade bread.   Why not try your hand at it by 
following the recipe via the link below:  
 
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/easy-bread-rolls  
  
Year 9 have been trying their hand at Calzone. Roughly 
translated to mean “pants legs” in Italian, the calzone was 
built for the guy or girl on the go. Traditionally, 
Neapolitans stuffed their calzoni with mozzarella, 
tomatoes and anchovies.  
 
Year 10 pupils have been making their own croissants and 
fresh pasta.  
 
Year 11 have been preparing a two course meal that 
includes lasagne and fresh pasta. 
 
Mrs Davies trusts parents have been able to enjoy the 
fruits of their child’s labour, but somewhat expects that 
most of the produce is consumed before it reaches your 
front door! 
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Year 7 have been studying medieval history, including the battle of Hastings and 

the battle of Stamford Bridge.  After considering William the Conqueror’s role in 

shaping the English state and landscape, they recreated motte and bailey castles.  

Many excellent pieces of work have been produced - including creative use of 

Minecraft, Lego and digital media.  Pictured here is Mairwen Ward's outstanding 

model and in-depth analysis.  Her superb design demonstrates how motte and 

bailey castles were an effective way of securing towns. Although the wooden 

structure was much more vulnerable to damage than a stone structure, a motte 

and bailey castle could be built quickly until the Normans had the time to build 

more permanent stone structures.  

 

Swimming 

Last weekend, Carys Morgan completed six 50m prelims and 

four finals.   She achieved bronze medals in both 100m and 

200m breaststroke.  At the beginning of the month in 

Manchester, Carys swam a Welsh Squad qualification time in 

the 100m breaststroke and went on to achieve a qualifying 

time in the 200m.  

Carys is now ranked second fastest in her age group in 

Wales, and is in the top 10 rankings across England, 

Scotland, Wales, Jersey, Guernsey and the Isle of Man. What 

a fantastic achievement, all the more impressive when one 

considers that there is no local access to a 50m training pool.   

If she keeps this up, she may be invited to the British 

Championships.  Go for it, Carys! 

 

 

 

Our featured piece of art (left) comes from Rebecca 

Jerman–Jones  who is one of our Year 13 students. 

At A-level, students are invited to decide upon their 

own themes and areas of focus.  Rebecca chose the 

theme of local landscapes, using the beautiful scen-

ery that surrounds her home.  Wide-ranging         

influences have led her to explore a variety of     

exciting media and artistic techniques.  The land-

scape uses charcoal on paper and is entitled, 

‘Caersws Hills’.  Well done Rebecca!   

The pictures on the right are from our resident    

portrait prodigy, Trin Stephens.  We expect to see 

her on ‘Portrait  Artist of the Year’  one of these 

days!   

Art 
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Year 10 

Catrin Evans in 10H* has cut nearly 15 inches of her hair off to donate to the 

Little Princess trust. The Trust uses donated hair to make wigs for children 

undergoing treatment for cancer.  Catrin said ’’I hope it will help a child with 

cancer who needs it! I have been growing my hair for the past few years and 

I hope to make someone happy.  Before cutting my hair it was 27 inches and 

now it’s around 13 inches. ’’ So far she has raised £160 for the Little Princess 

Trust. What a thoughtful thing to do Catrin. Da iawn! 

 

Finn Macken in 10C recently represented the school in our community in by playing The Last 

Post at the Llanidloes War Memorial for the Remembrance parade on the 14th of November. 

Finn also played the last post in school during our minute silence in the quad. Finn is a keen 

member of the North Powys Youth Band. On Friday 3rd of December, Finn was awarded the 

‘Baynes Cup’ after being voted winner by fellow band members, a kind of Players’ Player of 

the Year award. Well done Finn, we are very proud of you! 

 

 

Carol Price 10H* a long standing member of St John’s Cadets, 

recently laid the wreath of remembrance at the cenotaph in 

Newtown. As seen in the picture, Carol was proud to represent St john’s in such a way and 

performed the task with respect and dignity.  Carol said ‘’It felt amazing, I felt honoured to put the 

wreath down! ‘’ Superb work Carol, you are a credit to your family and the school.  

Sofia Brandon-Higgs – Cycling Extraordinaire  
“I decided to give circuit racing a go in the summer of 2019. I joined in the scene (borrowing a road bike) and haven't looked 

back! Cycle racing is definitely a sport I enjoy, in fact, I'm so glad I thought to revisit it. I have had a go at most events available 

to me regionally. I started out adding a few more circuit races to my calendar, tried cyclocross, which keeps a cyclist active over 

the winter months and learned the skill of keeping upright on static rollers! 

As the pandemic hit, my local cycling club Hafren CC organised online coaching and kept us connected. We'd all sign on to live 

lessons and would roll along on our static rollers and have a laugh with quizzes and funny challenges. 

My bike truly helped me during lockdowns. It was great to be physically active, great to have my rollers and eventually great to 

get out on the road and ride. 

My confidence has grown dramatically too. I was encouraged and helped by 

my club coaches so much during 2020. I was lent gear, had chats and made 

new friends. I was introduced to new disciplines too. I decided I'd take any 

opportunity available to me. I've had mountain bike coaching, entered local 

TTs (Time Trials), entered races at an outdoor track and attend as many 

coaching sessions available to me as possible. 

This Autumn 2021, I have attended a weekly Development Centre in 

Shrewsbury. It's a group coaching session lead by talent development 

coaches and we get to train with riders we often race against, covering race 

scenarios and drills. 

Quite recently I have also been attending RSRs (Regional Schools of Racing) 

in Track and Road disciplines. I was delighted to be nominated to attend the RSRs and I'm enjoying the experiences so far 

which have seen me travelling to London and Newport to receive quality coaching and education. 

I'm on the British Cycling Pathway now, somewhere I never expected to be and it's a great focus for me with lots of exciting 

opportunities that will require a lot of hard work for the future. I need to race more in 2022, I'm looking forward to that. I 

competed in my first National Circuit race this year, at the Loughborough University Campus. It was fantastic to race in a larger 

field and it was unusual for me to race in an all girls race. 2022 will definitely be full of cycling fun for me.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Before... 

After! 
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Religious Education 
As part of a unit of work on suffering and evil with Year 9, pupils were asked to analyse a 

two clips from the 2012 movie, ‘The Impossible’. The movie details the aftermath of the 

horrific tsunami that devastated Thailand in 2004, and the remarkable story of one family.  

Pupils were asked to imagine how they would feel if they had endured the separation expe-

rienced by the family in the film.  Would they blame someone for their suffering, and if so, 

who or what? 

Mr Ap Rhobert, Subject Leader of RE, said, “I expected high quality work, and that is what I 

got. Until I reached Rebekah Lewis's work - quite literally, the very last piece of work that I 

marked. The depth of thought and maturity of expression shown in the work was remarka-

ble. I still vividly remember the delight of marking work of such an exceptional standard.” 

 Extracts of Rebekah’s work can be seen on this page. 
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The Cultivate Deli in Newtown, Powys stocks locally and 
sustainably sourced produce. Cultivate is a membership 
cooperative linking food and community who aim to 
address many of the issues associated with the modern 
food system, and are working towards sustainable local 
food solutions. 
 
Llanidloes High School Year 13 students were lucky enough 
to be given the opportunity to visit and take measurements 
of their giant pumpkin in order to help determine it’s mass. 
 

Three students attended and took multiple measurements of the circumference of the 
Atlantic Giant pumpkin. Using these measurements they worked out a rough radius of 
the pumpkin which they then used in the formula for the volume of a sphere:  
 
 
 
Once the volume had been determined, they used a value for the density of the 
pumpkin, in conjunction with the formula: density = mass divided by volume. 
 
The mass of the pumpkin was determined by the students to be 47.2kg. The actual mass of the pumpkin had been previously 
measured as both 48kg and 47.5kg which showed an excellent level of accuracy in their findings. 
 
Following the measurements, a lesson on absolute and percentage uncertainties was carried out in the courtyard of the Deli 
where the students subsequently calculated the uncertainty in their pumpkin measurements.  An enjoyable and educational 
time had by all! 

 

On Wednesday 17 November, a group of nine post-16 Physics and 
Engineering students from Llanidloes High School along with 
accompanying staff enjoyed a visit to the Spaceguard Centre situated 
above Knighton in Powys. 
 
The Spaceguard Centre is the National Near Earth Objects Information 
Centre (NNEOIC). With Jonathan R. Tate as its Director, it is the only 
organisation in the UK dedicated to addressing the hazard of Near Earth 
Objects. 
 
The students were given a presentation covering amongst other topics, 
stellar and planetary formation, meteors, comets, and asteroids.  Mr. 
Tate then explained about how such objects are located and tracked, and 

also how the various space administrations are developing 
plans to interact with such near Earth objects to prevent 
collisions. 
 
The students then took the opportunity to engage in a Q&A 
session on the topics covered. 
 
A great time was had by all with the unanimous decision to 
return for a further visit should the situation arise. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Students pondered the mysteries of the universe...in an 

atmospherically dark room! 
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22 Dec 21 Last day of school (own clothes day) 

23 Dec 21 CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS 

4 –7 Jan School site closed to pupils unless they attend the Learning Hub 

6-7 Jan Learning Hub open to vulnerable/key worker pupils where they cannot learn  safely 

at home 

7 Jan 22 Students access online learning from home 

10 January Return to school (all things remaining equal!) 

13 Jan 22 Year 7 virtual parents' evening (more information to follow) 

17-28 Jan 22 Year 9 and Year 11 exams  

3 Feb Year 10 virtual parents' evening (more information to follow) 

11 Feb Year 12/13 interim reports home 

15 Feb Year 9 results and interim reports home 

17 Feb Year 11 Mock Results Day 

18 Feb  School Eisteddfod and last day of school before half term 

21-25 Feb HALF TERM 

28 Feb Pupils return to school 

2 March School Council 

3 March Year 9 virtual parents' evening (more information to follow) 

WB 7 March Year 10 exam week 

8 March Year 9 free choice options form collected 

11 March Year 11 reports home 

WB 14 March Year 12/13 examinations in the hall 

15 March Year 9 options form distributed 

22 March Year 9 options forms collected 

24 March  Year 8 virtual parents' evening (more information to follow) 

6 April Easter service at a local church  

7 April  Years 12/13 interim report home and LAST DAY OF TERM 

8 April  NON-PUPIL DAY—Easter holidays start for all pupils 

8-25 April EASTER HOLIDAYS 

25 April NON-PUPIL DAY 

26 April Pupils return to school 


