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Update from the Head 
 
After just over three years serving as Headteacher, it seems like a good time to look back and consider what 
has been achieved by our pupils, staff and governors.  Here are ten achievements that are worth celebrating 
as a school community. 
 
First, we have further strengthened our pastoral care during the pandemic.  I have often said that Llanidloes High School 
may well be the happiest, high-achieving school in Wales.  In my experience as an Additional Estyn Inspector and Challenge Adviser, I had the 
privilege of supporting and evaluating secondary schools up and down the country.  It is clear that Llanidloes continues to enjoy a vibrant and 
flourishing learning culture, deeply caring ethos and exceptional commitment of staff.  Everyone goes the extra mile to ensure each and every 
pupil’s experience of school is as happy as possible. 
 
Second, we have improved our academic standards.  It continues to be a humbling privilege to be entrusted with the responsibility for 
overseeing the education of each and every precious child at Llanidloes High School. All of us at the school take this responsibility seriously, 
which is reflected in the splendid results we achieve. 
 
The school has outperformed the Welsh Government’s modelled outcomes for several successive years in the number of pupils achieving five 
GCSEs at grade C or above, including English or Welsh and mathematics. Only a tiny handful of schools across the country have managed that 
feat.  Before the arrival of Centre Assessed Grades (CAGs) and Centre Determined Grades (CDGs), we were placed in ‘The Times’ top 10 state 
schools in Wales.  We have a well-established track record of enabling students to gain places in Oxford, Cambridge and many other Russell 
Group universities on highly competitive courses.  We have strengthened provision for students with additional learning needs, including those 
with autism who flourish in our outstanding Autistic Spectrum Centre.  Our unswerving commitment to enabling your child to realise their 
aspirations continues to drive us forward as a staff team. 

 
Third, during the pandemic, we have been directly involved in designing summer assessments with Welsh 
Government, Qualifications Wales and the WJEC exam board.  To this end, we were nominated by regional 
partners to participate on the Design and Delivery Board.  Consequently, all of our exam students achieved 
strong outcomes despite finishing their statutory schooling in the face of unprecedented challenges.   
 
Fourth, we have delivered on our commitment to engage in purposeful school reorganisation.  We have 
established the Llanidloes Schools Federation with our wonderful colleagues at Llanidloes Primary School to 
ensure our pupils enjoy strong continuity and progression as they transition from primary to secondary 
schooling.   
 
Fifth, we have secured considerable investment, including a 

new 3G pitch, refurbished changing rooms and two Apple Mac suites for music technology and 
Computer-Aided Design/Computer-Aided Manufacturing (CAD/CAM) prototypes and finished 
products.  Pupils are also enjoying new PCs in all IT suites across the school, and a library revamp 
to deliver Accelerated Reader.  We are also part-way through a major refurbishment programme 
to ensure our pupils’ learning environment is of the same calibre as that enjoyed by pupils in the 
independent sector.  All of this has been achieved at the same time as establishing a cumulative 
budget surplus, which is now being used to invest in staffing and learning resources.   
 
Sixth, we have continued to nurture creativity, integrity, compassion and humility in our young people.  Our pupils have been ambassadors 
within the local community, supporting the elderly and vulnerable.  They continue to enjoy sporting and Eisteddfod success, including first place 
in national events.  Possibly the greatest appeal for parents of prospective pupils to whom I speak, remains our culture and ethos.  Everyone 
who visits the school comments on the peaceful, calm atmosphere, strong sense of discipline and the courtesy of our wonderful children. 
 
Seventh, our partnerships with Local Authority colleagues and secondary schools across Powys and the rest of Wales have been deepened and 
strengthened for the benefit of pupils.  All secondary schools in Powys now regularly share their good practice so that all our pupils enjoy 
excellent teaching and learning experiences.  We share in each others’ successes and support each other in our areas for development.     

 
Eighth, we have established the largest Welsh stream in the school’s history and continue to work with Local Authority 
colleagues to further expand opportunities for Welsh learners.  The Governing Body will soon share our exciting vision 
for expansion and improvement in this area of school life. 
 
Ninth, since arriving in 2018, the school has enjoyed a 26% growth in pupil numbers.  That is possibly the highest rate of 
growth in Wales.  In recent times, demand for places in Year 7 has exceeded the school’s maximum admission number.  
So if you know parents of Year 6 children who are considering sending their child to Llanidloes, please encourage them 
to contact us to arrange a visit and submit their application to the Local Authority as soon as possible.   
 

Finally, the progress we have made over the past three years has led to our being categorised in the highest green category of self-improving 
schools.   
 
In short, it has been a busy and productive three years.  However, we cannot afford to stand still are now looking ahead to the next three years.  
Our staff are now wholly focused on creating a new world class curriculum and delivering research-driven learning experiences that inspire and 
shape the next generation.   
 
We look forward to working alongside you all in the year ahead.  Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you would like to arrange a meeting to 
discuss any aspect of your child’s welfare and progress. 
 
Mr Daniel Owen (BA. MA. Oxon) 
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Chester Zoo visit 

Year 13 Tourism students successfully planned a school trip to 

Chester Zoo as part of their level 3 qualification.    
 
 
 
 

 
The level of organisation, forward planning, risk assessment, 
itinerary construction and logistics involved in planning 
school trips is quite steep at the best of times.   

However, during a pandemic, students found the level of planning 
enters a new level.  Teachers were “blown away” with their 
professionalism, maturity and reliability throughout the process.    
 
At the Zoo, students attended a workshop to see how the zoo 
business is run and considered wide-ranging  environmental issues. 
 
 

 

New planters to mark COP26 
 
 Ben Gethin (below) has created some wonderful new planters for the front of the school.  The eco-committee (below) 
planted a range of flora to attract fauna and further improve the school environment.   Well done everyone!  
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Army Cadets and the RAF 

Some of our students who attend Newtown Army Cadets recently completed training for the 
Duke of Edinburgh award (more about our school cohort in the next issue).  In so doing they 
completed the ‘Cadet in the Community’ section of the Army Cadet Training Programme. The 
cadets worked with ‘The Commonwealth War Graves Commission’ from whom they received 
a certificate and a badge and became affiliated with the Royal British Legion. 
 
Cadets offer both military training and wider sporting and travel opportunities, CVQO 
qualifications, teaching certificates, and much more besides. 
 
Cadet Regimental Sergeant Major is the highest rank that a cadet can attain and is truly 

earned by any cadet. These cadets have completed all the training available to a Cadet and 
become a proficient leader of other cadets.  Our very own Sally Murton-Davies (6th form—
top right) has achieved this rank.  Also pictured are Corporal Grace Buschini, Corporal Elliott 
Tranter and Lance Corporal Ffion Jones-Morris.  Well done everyone! 
 
Llanidloes has a detachment that has just re-opened who parade on a Thursday night 
opposite the football club. Both Newtown and Llanidloes will have vacancies in January if 
anyone would like to get in touch.  On a related note, there is also an RAF careers event 
coming up soon (see Mrs Jerman for details). 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr Johnson, from the English department, has successfully secured 100 free Black, 
Asian, and minority ethnic (BAME) books from Penguin Random House.  Mrs Johnson 
said, ‘I applied for the books but didn’t think I would actually be successful!  It's great 
that we're going to have some new, good quality, diverse literature in the library!’ 
 
Over the coming months, we’ll be celebrating this literary moment by creating displays 
and short videos of pupils’ book reviews.   
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Bike to School 

Pupils are being encouraged to cycle or scoot to school where it is safe to do so. 
   
The school is taking the opportunity to celebrate the positive impact cycling and scooting 
has on children’s health and wellbeing, as well as the environment. 
 
A bike to school initiative is being supported by The Bikeability Trust, a charitable 
organisation that extols the benefits for children of travelling actively.  A range of 
activities have been devised and delivered that aim to inspire pupils to think about their 
journeys to school, understand the benefits of active travel, and consider the causes and 
effects of air pollution. 
 
 
 

 
 
Jacob Duff and Fin Clewer in 
Year 10 spent their work 
experience week helping fit 
out the new CAD CAM Suite, 
which includes five 3D printers. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We have enjoyed success in Eisteddfod Powys and the 
Eisteddfod T (the online Urdd Eisteddfod)!  
 
Robin Ellis in Year 9 came second in the key stage 3 prose 
competition.  
 
Dewi, Cerys, Romily and Charlie from Year 7 came second 
in the online poetry competition.  Alice, Mai and Scarlet 
came third.  These teams did particularly well as they 
were competing against several other classes from Bro 
Hyddgen, Llanfair Caereinion and Ysgol Calon Cymru.  
 

Haf Higgs from Year 7 won a prize in the Eisteddfod T for an Art competition.  Ardderchog pawb!   
 
 
 

Enterprise Week 

 
Record profits from student businesses have been sent to charity! 
Our current Year 11 students broke the all-time Welsh Baccalaureate 
Enterprise Week profit record with a huge £706.31 profit which has been 
donated to Hope House Children’s Charity. 
 
Hope House and Tŷ Gobaith care for babies, children, young people and 
young adults up to the age of 25 years who have life-threatening 
conditions and are not expected to live beyond 25 years of age.  They also 
offer counselling and bereavement support to any family living in our area 
who has suffered the death of a child in any circumstance. 
 
Well done, Year 11! 
 

 

 

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbikeabilitytrust.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CD.Owen%40llanidloes-hs.powys.sch.uk%7C5d3391844cb4491a47d608d96e17b46f%7C4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993%7C0%7C0%7C637661870380569358%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ
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Swimming Success 

 
 
Congratulations to Carys Morgan.  Earlier this month, 
Carys competed in the Welsh National Open Water 
Championship at Llandegfedd Lake and came home with a 
silver medal. Well done, Carys! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Since our last newsletter, Year 12 pupils have considered the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Research and articles 
on wide-ranging issues were explored, including: child soldiers; the case of Nazanine Zaghari-Ratcliff; the death penalty; and 
the rights of the LGBTQ community.   
 
They conducted a well-researched mock UN debate on nuclear disarmament.  Countries represented at the forum, 
included: China; France; India; Iran; Israel; Japan; New Zealand; North Korea; Pakistan; Russia; United Kingdom; and the 
United States of America.  
 
In addition, sixth formers have explored the world of work.  In addition to developing their CVs and critical thinking skills, 
they have enjoyed a number of external speakers.   
 
A wide range of speakers have brought various professions to life.  These include: radiographer Lauren James; local midwife, 
Sioned Jones; speech and language therapist, Alex Jones, from Aberystwyth; dementia advocate, Benedict Hodge; sports 
development officer, Dai Higgs; Trademark & Finance Officer, Bethan Gratrix, from FSC UK; professional creative designer, 
Pro Tharan; chartered surveyors, Andrew Turner and Tom Lewis from Morris, Marshall and Poole; solicitor, Kelly Chapman, 
from Milwyn Jenkins and Jenkins; Rob and Tricia from the engineering company Compact Orbital Gears in Rhayader; 
occupational therapist, Beth Jones; Hannah Mitchell from NRW; Alys Smith who works in HR and business; and a local social 
worker.  
 

Many of these industry representatives were past 
pupils of the school and it was lovely to welcome 
them back, even if it was virtually! 
 
In addition to explaining the day-to-day experience 
of their careers, speakers discussed entry routes, 
employment and apprenticeship opportunities, and 
relevant degree schemes.  They also provided 
guidance on interviews, CVs and how to create a 
good first impression.   
 
Students valued the speakers’ honesty as some 
shared their uncertainty about their future pathway 
when they were in Year 12 and had changed 
careers.  All spoke with passion about their 
professions and gave fascinating insights and useful 
advice.  Many students have subsequently been in 
touch with speakers and completed valuable work 
experience with them. 
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Discover Engineering in Powys 

In November, our pupils will be taking part in a 
digital event promoting and raising the awareness 
of the engineering sector in Powys. 
  
On Wednesday 17th November, pupils will hear a 
live presentation from an expert panel and be able 
to ask questions.  The presentations will focus on: 

 
 Local opportunities in the engineering 

sector. 
 Local employers from Powys. 
 General advice. 
 Motivation. 
 
In addition, teacher guides will be sent over to the school with links to pre-recordings from wide-ranging Powys 
employers. 

 
 
 

Qualifications Wales has committed to supporting teachers and 
learners throughout 2021/22, and will continue to provide updates so 
we have all the information we need to help us plan and prepare for 
the year ahead. 
  

Qualifications Wales has confirmed that approved GCSE, AS and A level qualifications will be assessed via exams 
and non-examination assessments as normal, but with adaptations, in summer 2022.  To keep up to speed with the 
approach that is being taken in Wales, you can regularly check the link below: 
 
https://www.wjec.co.uk/home/2022-everything-you-need-to-know/  
 

 
Importantly, you can read exactly how GCSE and A-level content has been changed via the following links: 
 
GCSEs 
https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/glucartp/gcse-adaptations-booklet-for-summer-2022-e-09-09-2021.pdf  
 
A-levels 
https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/blch0uqb/gce-adaptations-booklet-for-summer-2022-e-09-09-2021.pdf  
 
Parents, if you’re thinking of booking a holiday next summer and want to avoid clashing with your child’s 
examination schedule, please find exam timetables below: 
 
https://www.wjec.co.uk/home/administration/key-dates-and-timetables/#tab_0  

If Welsh Government, Qualifications Wales and the WJEC examination board change their plans at any point, we’ll 
keep you all informed.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at the school. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.wjec.co.uk/home/2022-everything-you-need-to-know/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/glucartp/gcse-adaptations-booklet-for-summer-2022-e-09-09-2021.pdf
https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/blch0uqb/gce-adaptations-booklet-for-summer-2022-e-09-09-2021.pdf
https://www.wjec.co.uk/home/administration/key-dates-and-timetables/#tab_0
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Following the introduction of the new Powys school bus passes for the start of the 2021 Autumn term, all learners are 
reminded to bring their new pass to school with them every day. 
  
The new passes were established to improve the safety of students as well as ensure that the home to school transport service 
is run at its most efficient. Students are required to have their pass scanned when they get on and off the vehicles, both on the 
way to and from school. As with all new systems, there is always a settling in period with a certain amount of leeway allowed. 
However, following the October halfterm, students will be expected to remember their pass (or at least their manual code) 
every day. 
  
By scanning the QR codes of the pass each time a student gets on and off a vehicle, we can create an accurate passenger list 
which can be accessed, if needed, in case of an emergency. Being able to identify which students are traveling on which 
vehicles at any one time, means that allows us to conform with Track, Trace and Protect purposes. 
  
As an aside to student and driver safety, the added benefit of the introduction of the new bus passes allows us to monitor how 
the vehicles are being used. Where possible, this will allow us to make improvements to vehicles ensuring we run the service 
efficiently and making savings for the taxpayers, where we can. 
  
“Powys has the most extensive home to school transport service in all of Wales” explains Cllr Aled Davies, Cabinet Member for 
Transport. 
  
“Since the introduction of the new school bus pass, the school transport unit have issued over 6,000 passes to Powys learners. 
We understand that adapting to change can be tough, but we thank the schools, transport providers, parents and students for 
their support in implementing and embracing these new passes in such a short timescale.” 
  
“As always, the safety of our students is paramount, and we are pleased with how well this new system is working and the 
benefits that will entail with its continued use.” 
  
If a learner has not yet received their pass and you 
believe that they should have one, please email the 
transport unit 
(transport.applications@powys.gov.uk) with the 
learner’s name and date of birth so that we can 
investigate and issue the card if entitled to 
travel. Please note that any student without an 
entitlement to transport will not be able to travel 
after half term, parents will need to make 
alternative arrangements. 
  
For further information regarding the new School 
Bus Pass please visit https://en.powys.gov.uk/
schoolbuspass 
 

 

Jan from the office completed the Virtual 
London Marathon.  This involved 26.3 
miles, a 2137 feet climb (compared with 
London’s somewhat gentler 500ft).  It 
took her eight and a half hours.  
 
Jan managed to raise over £4000 for 
Macmillan Cancer Support!  This is one of 
the largest British charities and provides 
specialist health care, information and 
financial support to people affected by 

cancer. It also looks at the social, emotional and practical impact cancer can have, and campaigns for better cancer care. 
Macmillan Cancer Support's goal is to reach and improve the lives of everyone who has cancer in the UK. 
Well done, Jan! 

 

 

 

 
Marathon Madness 

mailto:transport.applications@powys.gov.uk
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.powys.gov.uk%2Fschoolbuspass&data=04%7C01%7CD.Owen%40llanidloes-hs.powys.sch.uk%7C47df459e03a94eab113b08d99482afdd%7C4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993%7C0%7C0%7C637704111276537061%7CUnknown%7
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.powys.gov.uk%2Fschoolbuspass&data=04%7C01%7CD.Owen%40llanidloes-hs.powys.sch.uk%7C47df459e03a94eab113b08d99482afdd%7C4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993%7C0%7C0%7C637704111276537061%7CUnknown%7
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Additional Learning Needs Update 

A new inclusion platform, named Tyfu, has been launched for children with additional learning needs.   
  
The new platform, which has been named Tyfu, will allow the council to meet its statutory duties under the new 
Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act. 
  
Tyfu will be used to create individual development plans for pupils with ALN, make direct referrals into the council and 
create personal education plans for looked after 
children. 
  
The platform is continually evolving to include new 
modules to help all children and young people. 
  
The introduction of Tyfu will help the council to meet 
one of the strategic aims in its Strategy for 
Transforming Education in Powys 2020-2030 – to 
Improve provision for learners with special education 
needs / additional learning needs – as well as meeting 
the Future of Special Educational Needs (SEN) / 
Additional Learning Needs (ALN) in Powys strategy. 
  
Cllr Phyl Davies, Cabinet Member for Education and 
Property, said: “Tyfu will allow all settings, schools and the council to have a fully integrated platform to help meet the 
needs of all children and young people with additional learning needs. 
  
“Tyfu ensures that the child or young person and their family is at the centre of the the work that is being undertaken 
to support the ALN needs of the child or young person. It allows a truly multi-agency approach to supporting those 
needs and sharing information.” 
  
“It will help us to achieve our vision for ALN learners: to ensure that all children and young people in Powys, who have 
emerging needs or ALN, are supported in the right place, at the right time, with the right services, to enable them to 
reach their full potential.” 
  
Should parents/carers or young people wish to discuss Tyfu, please contact Mrs Beese, our Additional Learning Needs 
Co-ordinator (ALNCo), who will be able to explain how it will be used in school. 
  
 
 

 

 
Congratulations to Mrs Rocher-Jones who completed 500km as she raised money for two charities 
- LegClub and Sands.   

 
The Leg Club® Movement is a global initiative, 
designed to care for people suffering from, or at 
risk of, chronic leg disease within a social model of 
care.   
 
Sands is the leading stillbirth and neonatal death 
charity in the UK.  Sands exists to reduce the number of babies dying and to 
ensure that anyone affected 
by the death of a baby 
receives the best possible care 

and support for as long as they need it.  
 
Sands provides bereavement support services both nationally through its 
Freephone helpline, mobile app, online community and resources, and locally 
through a UK-wide network of around 100 regional support groups.  
 
Well done, Madame Rocher-Jones! 
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Carlam Cymru 2021-22 

In January 2021, Welsh Government commissioned a project to provide on-line sessions after school.  Our pupils were able to 
enrich their knowledge following the lockdown. The project was named Carlam Cymru and ran here at Llanidloes in March 2021.  
This year, Carlam Cymru will deliver live after school events during the Autumn term for four weeks, beginning 15th November, 
and will focus on the core subjects.  Here is the timetable: https://e-sgol.cymru/carlam-cymru-timetable/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students from across Wales will be able to access these FREE live events at home and they will also be recorded and made 
available through the e-sgol website. School, teachers and students can use these live events to consolidate and revise the work 
that has been completed in their schools. Visit the e-sgol website and click on ‘Carlam Cymru’ for more information www.e-
sgol.cymru 
 
 
 
 

Supporting Service Children in Education (SSCE) Cymru is a Welsh Local Government 
Association (WLGA) programme initially funded by the Ministry of Defence’s (MOD’s) 
Education Support Fund and funded by Welsh Government from 2019. 
 
The aim of the SSCE Cymru Service Family Guide is to provide information on 
education and living in Wales and the support that is available to schools, parents/
carers and Service children. 
 
They have produced a Service Family Guide based on the findings of the SSCE Cymru 
parent/carer survey findings report.  
 
The SSCE Cymru Service Family Guide includes the following sections: 
 

Service children's experiences 
Armed Forces in Wales 
Living in Wales 
Education in Wales 
School admissions and term-time absence 
Health, wellbeing and ALN 
School support. 

 
To download a copy of the guide, please follow the link below: 
 
https://www.sscecymru.co.uk/files/SSCE%20Cymru%20Service%20Family%20Guide%20(E)-compressed.pdf  

 

 

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fe-sgol.cymru%2Fcyrsiau-carlam-cymru%2F&data=04%7C01%7CD.Owen%40llanidloes-hs.powys.sch.uk%7C13d63380e14b4fa81f5c08d99adde945%7C4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993%7C0%7C0%7C637711100173650099%7CUn
https://e-sgol.cymru/carlam-cymru-timetable/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.e-sgol.cymru%2F&data=04%7C01%7CD.Owen%40llanidloes-hs.powys.sch.uk%7C13d63380e14b4fa81f5c08d99adde945%7C4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993%7C0%7C0%7C637711100173650099%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.e-sgol.cymru%2F&data=04%7C01%7CD.Owen%40llanidloes-hs.powys.sch.uk%7C13d63380e14b4fa81f5c08d99adde945%7C4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993%7C0%7C0%7C637711100173650099%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8
https://www.sscecymru.co.uk/files/SSCE%20Cymru%20Service%20Family%20Guide%20(E)-compressed.pdf
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Sixth Form Curriculum Expansion 
 

Llanidloes Sixth Form has joined forces with every Sixth Form in North Powys to dramatically expand students’ 
entitlement and experience as part of the Powys Strategy for Transforming Education 2020-2030. 
  
All post-16 learners will have equal access to the very best teaching in each subject area in both Welsh and English. 
  
Llanidloes High School has joined the North Powys Consortium Operational Management Board to ensure our Sixth 
Formers access world class teaching on wide-ranging courses that will enable them to realise their varied aspirations. 
  
All learners should flourish and grow into capable, healthy, confident and ethically informed citizens so that they are 
prepared to contribute fully as ambitious, enterprising and independent individuals to the demands of the 21st 
Century. 
  
From September 2022, our Sixth Formers will have direct access to the very best academic and vocational provision 
through the medium of Welsh and English. 
  
We are also forging stronger links with higher education partners and employers to ensure that all learners can be 
appropriately advised on their next steps. 
  
Innovative use of digital learning opportunities will support and supplement the offer available to ensure the quality 
and breadth of provision is sustained.   
 
Mr Owen said, “We will be able to ensure that all provision is of the highest standard and delivered by passionate 
specialists with a proven track record of excellence.  Outstanding academic, vocational, and extra-curricular 
outcomes of the highest order will ensure that all our Sixth Formers have access to their chosen pathway.” 
  
“As our student population continues to grow rapidly, we now need to interview every Year 11 student to evaluate 
their readiness for life in Sixth Form.  This will also enable us to help students explore the wide range of options open 
to them and the best way to realise their ambitions for the future.” 
 
 

Brilliant Club 

 

Eight pupils graduated from the Brilliant Club's Scholars Programme.  These high performing students attended 
sessions with a PhD tutor from Aberystwyth University, following a visit to Warwick University in early March 2020.   
 
Their graduation session, hosted virtually by Cardiff University, was the culmination of a programme of study and the 
writing of a 1,500-word individual assignment on the science of climate change.  Their tutor was full of praise for the 
quality of work that they produced which far exceeded expectations for pupils of their age group.  Well done, 
everyone! 
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The Llanidloes Schools Federation Governing Body would like your support to increase the number of first language Welsh learners 
in the Llanidloes area.  To achieve this, we are recommending several changes to the Local Authority’s draft 10-year Welsh in 
Education Strategic Plan (WESP).  This consultation document sets out how they will develop Welsh-medium education.  The final 
WESP will contribute towards achieving the Welsh Government’s Cymraeg 2050 Strategy, which aims to have one million Welsh 
speakers by 2050.  A full copy of the draft WESP is available via the link below: 
 
https://ehq-production-europe.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/dba66e68a640e5ef9039f7704aa05a89408abfe4/
original/1633610614/15c9d5bc29ca7e54b41f1b294a113ebf_WESP_2022-2032_-_Consultation_Doc_-_Eng.pdf?X-Amz-
Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAIBJCUKKD4ZO4WUUA%2F20211017%2Feu-west-1%2Fs3%
2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20211017T143218Z&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-
Signature=66a63265891e58800a3bb3fe17f2165219ce159aa50817e2d60644d2c327f05a  
 
Llanidloes Schools Federation feedback 
 
The Llanidloes Schools Federation supports Powys County Council’s 
strategic aim to ‘improve access to Welsh-medium provision across all key 
stages’.  The Local Authority’s draft WESP contains an exciting vision, well-
considered objectives and clear operational plans.   
 
However, the Llanidoes Schools Federation is asking for a more ambitious 
vision for expanding Welsh Medium provision in the Llanidloes catchment 
area to be incorporated into the Local Authority’s vision.   The specific 
proposals that we believe need to be included in the WESP are detailed 
below: 
 
1) Establish early years provision in Llanidloes through the next round of 
tendering  
This will help ensure that high-quality, full provision in Welsh is available 
within reasonable travelling distance for every child in the Llanidloes 
catchment area.     
 
2) Establish new Cylch Ti a Fi and Cylch Meithrin provision via their 
‘Sefydlu a Symud’ project in the Llanidloes area 
With a positive reassurance campaign and strong parental engagement, we 
believe there will be a high level of demand in the area for new Cylch Ti and 
Cylch Meithrin provision.   
 
3) Commit to establishing a new Welsh Medium stream in Llanidloes Primary School  
Llanidloes Primary School can make a significant contribution to the Local Authority’s target of more 5 year olds receiving their 
education through the medium of Welsh.  This can be achieved by establishing a Welsh-medium stream in the school.   
 
4) Establish Trochi provision in the Llanidloes area 
We support the establishment of a new Welsh language Trochi (immersion) centre in Llanidloes to support pupils who move into 
Powys with little or no Welsh language skills.     
 
5) Support both schools in the Llanidloes Federation to move along the language continuum  
Our proposals will help ensure both federation schools move along the language continuum and become fully bilingual as defined 
by Welsh Government’s newly proposed school categories according to Welsh medium provision: https://gov.wales/school-
categories-according-welsh-medium-provision  
 
6) Celebrate the many strengths of dual stream secondary provision in Powys.  Commit to supporting dual stream schools as 
they move towards delivering equal curriculum breadth across each stream. 
For the first time in many years, dual stream schools have been able to start recruiting additional Welsh speaking teachers and 
expand their Welsh medium curriculum offer.  The Local Authority has an opportunity to positively support dual stream schools as 
they move towards delivering an increasingly equitable curriculum offer across their English and Welsh streams.   
 
 

The proportion of respondents in the 2011 cen-

sus in Wales aged 3+ who said they could speak 

Welsh 

https://ehq-production-europe.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/dba66e68a640e5ef9039f7704aa05a89408abfe4/original/1633610614/15c9d5bc29ca7e54b41f1b294a113ebf_WESP_2022-2032_-_Consultation_Doc_-_Eng.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAIBJCUKKD4Z
https://ehq-production-europe.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/dba66e68a640e5ef9039f7704aa05a89408abfe4/original/1633610614/15c9d5bc29ca7e54b41f1b294a113ebf_WESP_2022-2032_-_Consultation_Doc_-_Eng.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAIBJCUKKD4Z
https://ehq-production-europe.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/dba66e68a640e5ef9039f7704aa05a89408abfe4/original/1633610614/15c9d5bc29ca7e54b41f1b294a113ebf_WESP_2022-2032_-_Consultation_Doc_-_Eng.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAIBJCUKKD4Z
https://ehq-production-europe.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/dba66e68a640e5ef9039f7704aa05a89408abfe4/original/1633610614/15c9d5bc29ca7e54b41f1b294a113ebf_WESP_2022-2032_-_Consultation_Doc_-_Eng.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAIBJCUKKD4Z
https://ehq-production-europe.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/dba66e68a640e5ef9039f7704aa05a89408abfe4/original/1633610614/15c9d5bc29ca7e54b41f1b294a113ebf_WESP_2022-2032_-_Consultation_Doc_-_Eng.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAIBJCUKKD4Z
https://gov.wales/school-categories-according-welsh-medium-provision
https://gov.wales/school-categories-according-welsh-medium-provision
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7) Include Llanidloes High School in the WESP vision to improve Welsh-medium secondary provision  
We would like Local Authority colleagues to commit to supporting Llanidloes High School to move along the language continuum 
until its Welsh stream is able to provide the entire breadth of learner experience that is associated with a Welsh medium school.  
Welsh provision at all key stages will be strongest if we have both Welsh medium schools and vibrant dual stream schools.  This 
two-pronged commitment needs to be reflected in the WESP. 
 
8) Plan for capital investment in the Llanidloes area  
The Governing Body would like to urge the Council to include the Llanidloes catchment in its capital investment plans to support 
Welsh-medium provision.   
 

How can you respond to the consultation? 
 
The consultation ends on 19th November and can be completed in one of three ways: 
 

 Online questionnaire via the following link: https://www.haveyoursaypowys.wales/wesp/survey_tools/draft-welsh-in-
education-strategic-plan-2022-2032-consultation-response-form 

 Email: school.consultation@powys.gov.uk 

 Post: Transforming Education Team, Powys County Council, County Hall, Llandrindod Wells, LD1 5LG 

Thank you for your ongoing support as we seek to strengthen and extend Welsh medium provision in the Llanidloes area.  Very 
soon, we will send further information by email to all pupils and parents. 
 
 
 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday 

 
There will be an additional bank holiday for the UK on Thursday 2nd June 2022 to 

celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. This is in 
addition to the Spring Bank Holiday, which will be on 
Friday 3rd June, making a four-day weekend for the 
celebration. 
  
The Minister for Education and the Welsh Language has 
agreed to amend the Education (School Day and School 
Year) (Wales) Regulations 2003 to allow for the extra 
bank holiday. Therefore, in Powys, pupils will break up 
for the summer holiday on Thursday 14th July, and the 
staff in-service training (INSET) day originally scheduled 
for Monday 18th July 2022 has been moved to Friday 
15th July 2022.  
 

 
 

Have Your Say 
 

The Junior Start Well Board are a group of young people who want to review young people’s 
experiences of services in Powys.   
 
Below is a link to a survey for young people.   
 
https://forms.office.com/r/20PR0xVCBj 

https://www.haveyoursaypowys.wales/wesp/survey_tools/draft-welsh-in-education-strategic-plan-2022-2032-consultation-response-form
https://www.haveyoursaypowys.wales/wesp/survey_tools/draft-welsh-in-education-strategic-plan-2022-2032-consultation-response-form
mailto:school.consultation@powys.gov.uk
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2F20PR0xVCBj&data=04%7C01%7CD.Owen%40llanidloes-hs.powys.sch.uk%7C09bcf2765fef41f2e13d08d97756b20a%7C4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993%7C0%7C0%7C637672036508443787%7CUnknown
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In the know 
 

‘In the know’ - The latest guidance on apps, social media and games for families 
 
For young people, technology is central to everything they do. From connecting 
with friends on social media, to playing with other gamers from around the world 
on different multiplayer gaming platforms. For parents and carers, understanding 
this engagement with digital technology can be overwhelming and it can be 
difficult to establish boundaries. 
 
The ‘In the Know’ project has been designed and created especially with parents 
and carers in mind, to equip them with the key information that they need to 
help young people embark on their digital journeys safely. 
 

The collection of guides covers what all parents and carers should know about the most popular social media and gaming apps 
children are using today. 
 
Each guide includes a detailed overview of the app, outlining the age rating and key terminology parents and carers should 
know. The guide also highlights the risks each app poses to young people and gives detailed instructions on how to enable 
parental controls and safety settings.  Please access the guide via the link below: 
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/in-the-know  

 
 

https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/in-the-know
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Parents in Powys considering a Welsh-medium education for their 
child are being urged to visit a new information page that has been 
created by the county council. 
  
Destination bilingual: the benefits of choosing a Welsh-medium 
education has been created by Powys County Council to provide 
parents with the latest information about Welsh-medium education 
and the benefits of bilingualism. 
  
Welsh-medium education is the best way to ensure children become 
fully bilingual, and able to communicate in both Welsh and English. The 
dedicated web page includes information on the bilingual journey from 
the beginning of a child’s life through to secondary school, testimonials 
from parents and learners about the benefits of a Welsh-medium 
education and a ‘Your questions answered’ section which provides answers to common Welsh-medium education questions. 
  
Cllr Phyl Davies, Cabinet Member for Education and Property, said: “Across Wales more and more parents are choosing a Welsh
-medium education for their children so that they can become bilingual and fluent in Welsh and English.” 
  
“The evidence from the rest of Wales is that Welsh-medium provision offers the best opportunity for learners to become fully 
bilingual whilst also creating a dynamic outward-looking cultural environment.” 
  
“It’s important that parents have all the information available to them if they are considering choosing a Welsh-medium 
education for their child. This new page has all that information in one place and I hope parents find it helpful.” 
  
To find out more about Welsh-medium education in Powys, visit http://en.powys.gov.uk/schools and click on Destination 
Bilingual. 

 
 

Road Safety Week 

 
 
Preparations are well under way for Road Safety Week 2021 (15–21 November). This year's theme is ROAD SAFETY HEROES, 
celebrating the amazing work of everyone who helps us make safe and healthy journeys and supports people after a road 
crash. If you haven't already done so, sign up today to join the thousands of people who are getting involved. 
 
To find out more about how you can get involved, follow the link below: 
 
https://www.brake.org.uk/road-safety-week?mc_cid=864ad161ce&mc_eid=6f4378c180  

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fen.powys.gov.uk%2Fschools&data=04%7C01%7CD.Owen%40llanidloes-hs.powys.sch.uk%7C83bb6c19b1fe42ddf4c308d91a0269e1%7C4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993%7C0%7C0%7C637569419931170386%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbG
https://www.brake.org.uk/road-safety-week?mc_cid=864ad161ce&mc_eid=6f4378c180
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Coop Local Community Fund has chosen three Llanidloes organisations to support in the period November 2021 to October 2022.  
 
The organisations are: 
 

 LLANIDLOES AND DISTRICT SPORTS PARTNERSHIP 

 FRIENDS OF LLANIDLOES COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 CRUSE BEREAVEMENT CARE POWYS 
 
We are inviting Members of the Coop to help raise funds for these local organisation by using their membership card every time 
they shop in the Coop. For every £1 Coop members spend on purchasing Coop products and/or Services, the Coop will donate 1p 
to their chosen cause. 
 
Members can select their preference by visiting the Coop website https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes and selecting their 
preferred cause. The preference can be changed at any time, so in reality they can support one, two or all three causes during the 
forthcoming year. 
 
Clearly, the last 18 months have been really challenging for small charitable groups and have drastically affected their fundraising 
efforts. We are very grateful to have been chosen as a partnership with the local Coop. Members can shop in any Coop store in the 
UK and use their membership card to support these local organisations. 
 
Members can find out more about the work of the 3 local organisations by visiting the Coop website and supporting a Local 
Community Fund or https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
The school will be giving pupils the opportunity to buy poppies as part of the international Poppy Appeal.  6th 
Form students will be taking poppies around tutor groups from Monday 8th November.  If your child would 
like to have a poppy please ensure that they bring in cash.  Thank you! 
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Please find below some important dates for the term ahead. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

11 Nov 21 Wear Red Day (own clothes) - British Legion Remembrance  

12 Nov 21 Wear Green Day (own clothes) - End of the 26th Conference of the Parties (COP26) 

15-19 Nov Year 11 English Individual Presentation Week  

19 Nov 21 Own clothes day and sponsored silence for Children in Need (bring £1) 

19 Nov 21 Year 8 Interim Reports home  

22 - 26  Nov 21  Year 11 Presentation Week  

25 Nov 21 Year 9 virtual parents’ evening (more information to follow) 

26 Nov 21 Year 7 Interim Reports home 

29 Nov—3 Dec 6th Form exams  

9 Dec 21 Year 11 virtual parents’ evening (more information to follow) 

10 Dec 21 Christmas jumper day (own clothes but only if you are wearing a Christmas       

jumper!) 

21 Dec 21  6th Form Interim Reports home  

22 Dec 21 Christmas Carol concert (own clothes day) 

23 Dec 21 School holidays start  

5 Jan 22 Pupils return to school  

13 Jan 22 Year 7 virtual parents' evening (more information to follow) 

17-28 Jan 22 Year 9 and Year 11 exams  


