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Education Minister coming
to Llanidloes!
We are delighted to announce that the Education Minister for Wales, Mrs Kirsty
Williams CBE, will be visiting us on 21 June.
Mrs Williams accepted an invitation to join pupils, parents, staff and governors to
celebrate the formation of the Llanidloes Schools Federation.
During her afternoon visit, Mrs Williams will address the school’s Strategic Advisory
Board to share her vision for Welsh education. She will also tour both school sites,
popping into lessons to chat with pupils and staff, hearing our vision for the future
of the federation and listening to our splendid joint primary/secondary pupil choir.
Everyone is very excited!

Federation update
A working group comprising members of Llanidloes primary and secondary school
Governing Bodies, along with both Headteachers, have been busily making
preparations for the exciting new federation due to start in September.
Governors have agreed the composition of the Governing Body of the Llanidloes
Schools Federation.
The next steps include the Local Authority arranging for a new instrument of
government and a joint meeting of the two Governing Bodies on 19 June at the
primary school. At this meeting, the Working Group will explain in greater detail the
process for establishing the new Governing Body and governors will further explore
how to make the most of the opportunities presented by this formal collaboration.
In the meantime, Mrs Chennetier (Headteacher at Llanidloes primary school) and Mr
Owen have been gleaning best practice from colleagues in the highly successful
federation of Ysgol Gynradd Carno, Ysgol Glantwymyn and Ysgol Llanbrynmair. They
have also been planning closer collaborative working between the two schools to
ensure all pupils continue to flourish.
Exciting times!

Estyn inspection of Powys
Schools Service
Estyn are inspecting Powys Schools Service in July. The inspection team want your
views on how well Powys education services support schools and youth services.
Your opinions will help Estyn judge how effective the education services are at
ensuring young people receive the education to which they are entitled.
So if you’re a parent, carer, learner or work/are involved in education in Powys,
they would like to hear your views.
Their survey is now live, but don’t delay as it closes on the 12th June 2019.
You can provide feedback via the link below:https://www.estyn.gov.wales/inspection-survey-powys
Everyone here at Llanidloes High School wishes our colleagues in the Schools Service
all the very best! We trust all your hard work for our pupils’ good is given the
recognition it so richly deserves.

Hockey boys national success
LLANIDLOES High School’s under 12 boys’ hockey team is officially the third
best in Wales.
They competed against Christ College Brecon, Rydal Penrhos School and
Bishopston Comprehensive School at the Hockey Wales National Schoolboys’
finals held at Newtown Leisure Centre.
The boys fired two goals past Bishopston’s keeper in their first pool game with
a final score of 2-0, followed by a goalless draw against Colwyn Bay-based side
Rydal.
In their final game, Christ College ran out as 5-0 winners. This was a somewhat
flattering score line in light of our boys’ valiant, courageous, gritty performance.
After the pool matches, the final standings were Christ College (first), Rydal
(second), Llanidloes (third) and Bishopston (fourth).

Well done, Jess!
Huge congratulations to Jess Lewis who recently helped Powys become the Welsh
Schools champions!
After sweeping aside all opposition in their journey to the final, Jess and her team
mates faced the talented Rhondda Cynnon Taf team. After a tense but exciting
match, the scores were tied at 2-2, meaning the 2019 Welsh Girls County Football
Championship would be decided through a penalty shoot out.
Jess and her team eventually prevailed with a 4-2 victory on penalties. Well done,
Jess!

Programme
We are delighted to share our 'Summer Sports Timetable'.
Pupils will be enjoying a wide range of opportunities to stretch their legs and get
their hearts pumping.

Summer sports events include:



Year 8/Year 10 tennis competition



Girls rugby



Powys schools boys rugby tournament



Track and field athletics



Powys schools ‘Golf & Wee Wonders’
competition



Cricket (boys) & rounders (girls) competitions

The biggest sports day ever! Records will be
broken...shields will be shattered : )
Please encourage your child to get involved.

Scholars Programme Underway
Twelve of our ‘more able and talented (MAT)' pupils from Year 8 were recently
inducted into the ‘Brilliant Club Scholars Programme’.
Over a 6 week period they will take part in tutorials led by university tutors,
culminating in a research assignment and graduation at Cardiff University in
July. We wish them all the very best.
The pupils are: Xavien Matthews, Joe Thompson, Tia Lane, Niahm Geere,
Joaquin Morales, Aetz Ext..., Jack Glover, Soarcse Gaca, Tirion Williams, Alarna
Eaton Evans, Libby Baker, Ffion Pal.

Head’s parachute jump
Mr Owen has conquered his fear of heights by plummeting down to earth at
125mph to raise money for a new pupil support centre in Llanidloes.
Mr Owen skydived from 15,000 feet as part of efforts to raise funds for the brand
new Pupil Support ‘Cymorth’ Centre’ and an extension of the school’s Autistic
Spectrum Centre.
So far, more than £6,000 has been raised towards this worthwhile project.
Mr Owen said, “The views of the Gower peninsula from three miles up are truly
breathtaking.
“More importantly, we’ve really kick-started our fundraising efforts. Our
wonderful ‘Friends of Llanidloes High School’ – who organised the skydive – have
been amazed and humbled by the generosity of members of our marvellous local
community.”
He added: “Local businesses, charitable organisations and pupils have pulled together to
help us meet the needs of some the most amazing, wonderful children you could ever wish
to meet.”

Head’s surgery
From June 2019, a new Headteacher’s surgery will be starting every Friday after school at
3.45pm. If you have anything you wish to discuss, from bright ideas for school
improvement to individual matters relating to your child, please feel free to book an
appointment through our smashing office team.
If this time is not convenient, just ask the office to arrange a different meeting time.

Autograph hunter

Mr Owen has already held his first such meeting with a chap who just wanted his
autograph

SIXTH FORM SPECIAL
Top 10 reasons for joining
Llanidloes Sixth Form
I’ve been speaking with past and present students to find out the
answer to this question and here’s what we found out:
1.

Standards – Our Sixth Form is one of the Sunday Times
top 10 in Wales because of our excellent outcomes.

2. University success – Last year, every single student was
awarded a place at their first choice university. This was
33% percentage points higher than the nearest fee-paying
independent school! Students successfully gained places at
Russell Group universities on highly competitive courses.
3. Small group tuition – Having had the privilege of
studying Politics, Philosophy and Economics at Oxford
University, I am occasionally asked what makes Oxbridge so special. I believe the answer is simple: it’s the
tutorial system! Students receive world class one-to-one feedback on their work. Large sixth form
colleges cannot compete with the personal, tailored feedback offered at Llanidloes Sixth Form where class
sizes are not driven by profit margins. This is surely a key reason why our A-level standards are so high.
4. Safe bet – Whilst it is true that there are some splendid staff in sixth form colleges, it’s also true that
they have a tendency to put on slick ‘bells and whistles’ taster sessions at open evenings that are more
about reeling in students than reality. Students take a tremendous risk in hoping that these individuals
happen to be teaching their particular course. I have heard only too often from students who thought
venturing further afield for their post-16 provision would be an exciting change, only to find out that the
quality of teaching on
their course was a real
disappointment. There is
a great deal to be said for
having the certainty of
knowing the quality of
teaching in your chosen
subject area.
5.

Excellent

local

provision – Joining our
local sixth form avoids
‘dead’ travel time. Alevels are challenging
enough without giving
away hours of potential
study time each and every
day.

SIXTH FORM SPECIAL
Top 10 reasons for joining
Llanidloes Sixth Form
6. We listen – During the summer term I have met on a one-to-one
basis with many Year 11 pupils who have requested various tweaks to
our current sixth form. This includes,


No uniform – We will be doing away with the requirement
to wear uniform in sixth form next year. Overall, students
made a compelling case for being allowed to learn in maximum
comfort whilst creating a culture that better mirrors university
and adult life.



Laptops provided – Students appreciated the significant
investment in upgrading our IT infrastructure last year, but felt
that flexibility to choose their preferred learning area would be
maximised if they could be given laptops. That is precisely
what we’ll being doing for those Year 11 students who submit
their Sixth Form entry forms by the end of term and who ask to
join this scheme.

7. Personalised support – Another significant factor in 100% of
students being offered a place in their first choice university last year is the university statement support they receive at
Llanidloes. Having inspected a number of schools over the past 5 years, I believe the support provided by Mrs Jermand and
Dr Creasey is second to none. In a sixth form college, they cannot provide this level of personalised support.
8. Extra-curricular opportunities – Sixth formers are able to learn leadership skills as a mentor/teacher of
younger pupils, which again helps with university application statements (and can generate much-needed income). An
overseas trip to Iceland is in the offing for next year. We are negotiating subsidised gym membership with partners at
Freedom Leisure. Whatever their interests, Every current Year 11 student who comes back to Sixth Form will be offered
the opportunity to achieve the highly esteemed Gold Duke
of Edinburgh award. Sixth Form offers a wonderful
opportunity to engage in wide-ranging sporting, creative
and scholarly extra-curricular events, trips and activities.
9. Modular exams – There is now a significant
difference between the exam system in Wales and England
which brings clear advantages to staying in Wales. A-levels
are still modular here, so exams are sat at the end of Year
12 and can be resat in Year 13 if necessary - this is not
possible in England where A-levels are linear meaning all
exams are sat at the end of Year 13. Also, here in Wales,
most pupils start on 4 subjects and complete 4 ASs in Year
12 dropping down to 3 ASs in Year 13 (dropping the one
they least enjoyed or did less well in). In England, pupils
often do not have this flexibility.

3G pitch campaign
The Llanidloes and District Sports Partnership, a local charity that has supported the
improvement of sports facilities for the Llanidloes and District since 1982, has thrown
its support behind our campaign to have a brand new 3G pitch.
We have been working hard, with the support of local councillors, to highlight the
pressing need to replace the dysfunctional Red Gra with a new 3G pitch. This
development would be invaluable to all local schools and many local sporting
organisations.
We are hopeful that by combining a number of funding streams we can make this
dream a reality.
For further information, please see Mr Owen’s cost benefit analysis, ‘Multi-Surface
Pitch Options at Llanidloes’, which is available on the school website.
We would like to thank councillors, pupils, parents, governors and the Llanidloes
and District Sports Partnership for their ongoing support.

New curriculum for Wales!
The new ‘draft curriculum for Wales 2022’ is now yours to explore.
Published on Hwb, the enhanced channel for teaching and learning in Wales, the
online curriculum framework is available for feedback until 19th July.
Engagement events are arranged across Wales in the coming months to give
practitioners the opportunity to review and discuss.
Everyone with an interest in education in Wales, from parents to businesses, are
welcome to give feedback before the refined version is published in January 2020.
Bringing the curriculum to this point has been an epic journey for pioneer teachers,
seconded teachers, external experts, officials and many others. As a Pioneer
School, Llanidloes has helped develop the Health and Wellbeing Area of Learning
and Experience.
Whilst the curriculum is built on the four purposes of education, this all distils to
one outstanding goal – to give Welsh children the best preparation to thrive in a
fast-changing world.
If you would like to find out more, or provide feedback on the new curriculum,
please follow the link below:https://hwb.gov.wales/draft-curriculum-for-wales-2022

Staff leavers
We bid a fond farewell to three of our staff this summer. Miss Heywood is moving closer
to family to take up a teaching post in Cyfartha High School in Merthyr. Mr Lee, who
joined us as a result of Mr Davies’ secondment as a Network Leader of Learning for the
ERW region, is off to The Marches in Oswestry to take up a full time teaching post.
Finally, as Miss Bevan returns from her maternity leave, Mr George is off to Builth to
teach science.
We are so thankful to all three staff for their professionalism, energy and commitment
during their time here at Llanidloes High School and wish them well for the future. Who
knows, we may see them returning to the best school in the known universe at some
point in the future.

Montgomeryshire Essay Writing
Champions
Pupils from Llanidloes High School have once again been
supremely successful in the annual Montgomeryshire
Society School’s Competitions.
In the writing competition (English), Oliver Lawrence (Y8)
was awarded second prize in the category for pupils in
Years 7 and 8. Elin Schultz (Y9) and Rhys Jones (Y10) were
awarded first and second prize respectively in their
categories.
In the art competition, Asha Sylvester (Y10) won her
category and Lydia Jerman (Y12) came first in the category
for Years 11 to 13.

Design and Technology success

Warm congratulations to our marvellous
design and technology examinees. The
moderator from the WJEC exam board was
deeply impressed by the quality of the
prototypes he assessed during his visit.

Well done to all our examinees!
We warmly congratulate all of our examinees from key stages 4 and 5 who have been giving it their all as they seek to secure
first class exam results in the summer. Come what may, we are very proud of your colossal efforts!

Artist’s impression of our
average Year 11 and Year 13
pupil at this time of year

